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uiring the Secretary of the Senate to 
fore the President. .I will not trouble 
the Senate with them now. I give the notice so 
hat the Senate may be prepared to act finally on 
or subject. I have not the remotest idea of 
ea another word on the subject. 
ae be said on it further, if anything at all be 
i will be by others, not by me. The Senate 
Saat already heard me in regard to it, and Ido 
pot feel that I should be doing justice to the body 
to again address them in reference to it. : 

Bat, sir, whabl rose at this time more particu- 
larly to say, independent of the notice which I 
have given, was this: The discussions on the 
subject in this body attracted some attention in 
Paris; and by the comments of the Paris papers 
there was drawn out a very singular dooument 
which I hold in my hand, and which is well 
worthy the attention of the Senate. At the cor- 
onation of Napoleon—the Nepoleon, Mr. Presi- 
dent—representatives were summoned from the 
yerious religious bodies of France to be present 
at that ceremony, and among others the represent- 
stives of the Consistorial bodies of the Reformed 
Church of France were called there. 1 will read 
to you, sir, what the Emperor Napoleon said on 
this subject. Mr. President, it is marked with 
that vigor of thought, and that energy and terse- 
ness of expression, which characterized that 
remarkable man, and which, not less than his 
brilliant military achievements, will forever place 
him high among the roll of those men who have 
impressed their character upon the history of the 
age in which they live. 

«| see with pleasure assembled here the pastors of the 
Reformed Churches of France, and I embrace, with ardor, 


another req 
jay them be 


ifyi them how highly I have || : SON; 
this OPPOrtUnity Of erty ag te ei ct, || read’a first and second time by its title, and re- 


been satisfied with the reports that have reached me, of the 
fidelity and good conduct of the pastors and citizens of the 
different Protestant communions. I desire them to under- 
stand that itis my firm intention to maintain the freedom of 
religious worship.’? 

The expression that follows is a remarkable one: 


‘The empire of the law ends, where the undefined em- 
pire of conscience begins. Neither the law, nor the sov- 
ereign can do anything against thisfreedom. Such are my 
principles, and those of nature ; and if any one of my race, 
who may succeed me, should forget the oath I have taken, 
and, deceived by the promptings of a false conscience, 
should violate it, I devote him to public censure, and au- 
thorize you to give him the name of Nero.” 

Mr. President, these are the words of a despotic 
sovereign ;—despotic he was by habit and by tem- 
prowess but they are words of truth and wisdom, 

y whomsoever spoken. They are astern rebuke 
to those men—there are some of them in our coun- 
try—who maintain that liberty of conscience is 
the power to think, and that human governments 
have the right to place themselves between man 
and his Creator, and proscribe all forms of reli- 
gious worship but those fixed on by themselves. 

[again repeat, sir, that at an early day I shall 
ask the Senate to consider the resolutions presented 
by Mr. Underwood. 


REPORTS FROM STANDING COMMITTEES. 


Mr. SHIELDS, from the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs, to whom was referred the memorial 
of Samuel M. Clendenin, praying compensation 
for services, as clerk to Lieutenant Ruggles, in 
1340, submitted an adverse report thereon; which 
was ordered to be printed. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the petition of James P. Heath, pray- 
ing to be allowed pay as an aid to Governor 

finder, commander-in-chief of the Maryland 
militia, in the war of 1812, submitted an adverse 
report thereon; which was ordered to be printed. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
Was referred the bill for the relief of Thomas T. 
Russell, of Florida, asked to be discharged from 
ts further consideration, and that it be referred to 
= Committee on Public Lands; which was agreed 


Mr. WADE, from the Committee on Claims, 


‘o whom was referred the bill from the House of 
“epresentatives, for the relief of Lincoln Bates, 
"lee it back without amendment. 

*. BRAINERD, from the Committee on 
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| was referred the petition of Parmelia Slavin, || 


| dered to be printed. 
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Claims, to whom was referred the bill from the | 
House of Representatives, for the relief of Polly | 
Carver, widow and executrix of Nathan Carver, | 
deceased, reported it back without amendment. 
Mr. ALLEN, from the Committee on Pensions, 
to whom was referred the bill from the House of | 
Representatives for the relief of Tebina Rawson, | 
reported it back without amendment. 
He also, from the same committee, to whom | 


widow of John Blue, deeeased, praying to be 
allowed a pension, submitted a report, accompa- || 
nied by a bill for her relief; which was read, and | 
passed toa second reading. The report was or- | 


CLERKS TO COMMITTEES. 


On motion by Mr. RUSK, it was 

Ordered, That the Committee on the Post Office and | 
Post Roads be authorized to employ a clerk. 

Mr. ADAMS. Iask the Senate to allow aclerk 
to the Committee on Retrenchment. Atthecom- | 
mencement of the session, it was my intention | 
not to ask fora clerk to that committee at this || 
session; but I find that I cannot discharge the 
duties imposed on me by the rules as chairman || 
of that committee, and my other duties here, | 
without the aid of aclerk. I believe one to be | 
necessary for the business of the committee, and | 
therefore I move tha? they have liberty to employ ] 
a clerk for this session. 

The motion was agreed to. 

BILL INTRODUCED» 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, asked and obtained ] 


the unanimous consent of the Senate to introduce || 
a bill for the relief of Abel Jackson; which was | 





| 





ferred to the Committee on Pensions. | 
INVALID PENSION BILL. 


Mr. HUNTER. Iam directed by the Com- 
mittee on Finance to report back, with an amend- | 
ment, House bill making appropriations for the | 
pera of invalid and other pensions of the | 

nited States for the year ending June 30, 1856. 
This bill is strictly according to estimates, and the | 
amendment of the committee is pursuant toa sup- | 
plemental estimate which hasbeen sent in. I ask 
that the bill may now be acted upon. 

There being no_ objection, the Senate, as in 
Committee of the Whole, proceeded to consider | 
the bill. ' 

The amendment of the committee was to add | 
the following section: 

Sec.2. And be it further enacted, That any moneys 
appropriated by the act of 3ist of May, 1854, to supply | 
deficiencies for the fiscal year ending the 30th of June, | 
1854, applicable to the payment of pensions of invalids who | 
were wounded on board private-armed vessels during the | 
last war with Great Britain, not required under the pro- 
visions thereof, may be applied to the same purpose for 
the year ending June 30, 1855. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. FESSENDEN. I move to amend the bill 
by adding the following: 

And be it further enacted, That the widows of the officers, | 
non-commissioned officers, marines, or mariners, who 
served in the Navy of the United States during the revolu- 
tionary war, and who were married since the Ist day of 
January, 1800, shall be entitled to pensions in the same 
manner, and to the same extent, as the widows of officers 
and soldiers of the army of the Revolution, under the second 
section of the act of February 3, 1853; and the pensions | 
granted by this act, and those under said second section of | 
the act of February 3, 1853, shall commence on the 4th of 
March, 1848 

Mr. HUNTER. I suggest to the Senator from 
Maine, that perhaps this is a measure that had | 
better come from the approves committee—the | 
Committee on Pensions. “ They had better take 
time, and consider the matter, and report a bill. 
_ Mr. CLAY. I will suggest to the Senator | 
from Maine, that there is a bill now before the | 
Senate providing for that class of persons; and I | 
propose shortly to call it up for consideration. | 

Mr. H ER. I think that would be the 











| 


better course to pursue. Let the matter lie over | 


for the present, and not put it upon this bill. 
Mr. FESSENDEN. 


gee een ert 


I do not know that I | 
entirely understand the Senator from Alabama. | 
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Do I understand that a bill has been reported pro- 
—s for both these cases, and is now before the 
enate? 


Mr. CLAY. I think so. 
found to be the case. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. If that be the case, I 
shall not press the amendment. I have offered 


I think that will be 


|| this to carry out a suggestion made by the Com- 


missioner of Pensions at the last session; but if 
the bill prepared by the Committee on Pensions 
covers the cases, I will be willing to let the matter 
rest, and let that billbe considered. If it doesnot 
cover them, I should like to have them added to 
this bill, which I thiak is very appropriate for the 
subject. 

Mr. CLAY. I will state to the Senator from 
Maine that the bill to which [ allude was reported 
in conformity with the recommendation of the 


| Commissioner of Pensions; and thus | have 


reason to believe that it embraces exactly the 
cases for which his amendment provides. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Then I withdraw the 
amendment. 

The bill was reported to the Senate asamended, 
the amendment was concurred in, and ordered to 
be engrossed; and the bill was ordered to a third 
reading. It was read a third time, and passed. 

Mr. FESSENDEN subsequently said: I wish 
to move a reconsideration of the vote by which 
the pension Lge pempee bill was passed. I will 
state that I do it im consequence of having ex- 
amined the bill referred to by the Senator from 
Alabama, and having found that we were both in 
error in reference to the character of it. It has 
no reference to the particular purpose of my 
amendment. I do this with the consent of the 
chairman of the Committee on Finance. 1 shall 
not press the consideration of the bill now. It 
may lie over until to-morrow in order that the 
matter may be looked into. 

The PRESIDENT. Does the Senator ask 
action upon the motion now? 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Yes, sir. 

Mr. STUART, (Mr. Honrenr being out of his 
seat.) I suggest to the Senator from Maine that 
he had better let the matter lie over until to-mor- 


|| row, in order that the chairman of the committee 


may be consulted with on the subject. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. He does not object to 
the motion. 

Mr. HUNTER, (having returned.) I think it 
is understood that it will lie over until to-morrow 
to _ me an opportunity to examine it. 

r. FESSENDEN. The motion or the bill? 

Mr. HUNTER. The bill. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. The Senator has no ob- 
jection to acting on the motion to reconsider? 

Mr. HUNTER. Certainly not. 

The motion to reconsider was agreed to, and the 
further consideration of the bill was postponed 
until to-morrow. 


BRIG COMOe 


Mr. DODGE, of Wisconsin. The Committee 
on Commerce, to whom was referred the bill from 
the House of Representatives, to change the name 
of the American-built brig Como to that of Je- 
hossee, and to grant her a new register, have 
directed me to report it back, and recommend its 
passage. I ask for its consideration at this time. 

The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, 
proceeded to consider the bill. 

Its object is to direet the collector of customs 
at Conan, South Carolina, under the direc- 
tion of the Secretary of the Treasury, to admit 
to register, under the name of Jehossee, the Amer- 
ican-built brig Como, now owned by Hugh E. 


‘| Vincent and Daniel B. Vincent, of Charleston. 


No amendment being proposed, the bill was 
reported to the Senate, and ordered to a third 
reading. It was read a third time, and passed. 

LAND OFFICE REPORT. 


Mr. STUART. I am requested to submit a 
resolution to have additional numbers of the report 
of the Commissioner of the General Land Office 
printed for the use of that office: 
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Resolved, That five hundred additional copies of 











priuted for the use of that office. 
The resolution was considered by unanimous 
consent, and agreed to. 
JOINT COMMITTEE ON CLAIMS. 


Mr. BROWN. In pursuance of notice given | 
esterday, | now introducea resolution providing | 
bor an additional joint rule of the two Houses: 


Resoleed, (the House of Representatives concurring,) | 
That the following be added to the standing rules of the two | 
Houses of Congress : ; 

There shalt be appointed a standing committee of the 
Senate to consist of seven members, and another of the | 
House of Representatives to consist of thirteen members, | 
to be called, in each Louse, the General Committee on 
Claims. It ehall be the duty of said committee in the House 
of Representatives to report a bill at each session of Con- | 
gress making appropriations for the payment of private | 
elaims. When the several committees of the House report 
in tavor of any claim, the report, with the evidence on 
which it is based, shall be referred, and without debate 


HE CONGEEE ey, 


ino =F — 
the re- l] 
port of the Commissioner of the General Land Office be || 


and as 2 matter of privilege, to the said General Commit- | 


tee on Claims, and if that committee, after due examina- 


tion, concur in said report, they shall insert an item for the | 


payment of said claim in the bill for the payment of private 
claima, and thercupon submit a report and the evidences to 


the fiouse to be printed, or otherwise disposed of as the | 


House may direct. 


to the General Committee on Claims in the Senate, and 
they shall proceed to insert therein such items as may in 
like manner in the Senate as in the House have been re- 


ported from the several committees, and have received also | 
the sanction of said General Committee. The said bill, || 
before its final passage in either House, shall be read by 


sections, and a separate vote taken on each section oritem, 


and this notwithstanding the previous question may have || 
In the order of business, the | 


been moved and seconded. 
bill for the payment of private claims shall have precedence 
over other bills, vext after the general appropriation bills. 
Ido not propose at this time to discuss that 
preposition, but if the Senate gill indulge me, I | 
will make a remark or two in reference to it, and 
then move its reference to the select committee | 
which was appointed yesterday, and to which 
the bill of the Senator from Pennsylvania was | 
referred. 1 do not believe that that bill will at all 
meet the purpose contemplated by its advocates. 
The difficulty with us in reference to private 
claims has not been that we do not get investiga- 
tion and reports upon them. The difficulty has 
always been in the other House of Congress, in 
procuring action upon the bills and reports after 
they have been made. That difficulty cannot be 
relieved in the mode proposed, Why? When you 
establish your board of claims they will go on to , 
investigate such claims as may be presented to | 
them, make their reports, and return their evi- 
dences to Congress with billsdrawn by themselves; 
and then we shall be precisely as we are now, 
with reports, and bills, and accumulated evidences, 
but without action on the part of Congress. 
. Therefore, sir, we shall not be advanced one soli- 
tary step beyond the point where we are now in 
the great object sought by the claimants them- | 
selves—that is, the procuring of a final settlement 
and payment of their claims. Why, sir, if you 
will authorize that board, if you will put it in 
operation on the first of May, by the time that 
Cenavece meets in December they will have re- 
ported not less than five hundred claims to you, 
with five hundred separate bills, and in this they | 
will simply relieve the committees of the two 
Houses of the labor of doing the same thing. 
Then will come the work which we are asked to | 
do now, not to investigate, not to make reports, 
not to accumulate evidences, but to pass the bills. | 
That board cannot pass biils through Congress; 
they cannot make appropriations; they cannotdo | 


that which is the great thing complained of now— i 


make the appropriations and pay the claims. 
The proposition which | submit proposes to 
relieve that difficulty; and without going into a 
discussion of it, I beg to commend it to the atten- 
tion of the select committee which was raised 
yesterday, with the hepe that they will at least | 
consider it. Having given to ita great deal of con- 
sideration, I think that it will relieve the difficulty | 
under which we labor. It will at least procure | 
that which we desire, and of which the claimants | 
stand most in need—positive action at each ses- 
sion of Congress on their claims, one way or the 
other. I cannet for the life of me see how the 
Government is to be injured; how itis possible for 
the Government to be injured by it. It will be 
seen that it is pro that eac 
to be r 


When the bill aforesaid is reported | 
from the House to the Senate, it shall forthwith be referred || 


|| rest. 
‘(| when Mr. Kennedy, the then Secretary of the 
|| Navy, took an important part in consummating 
|| the scheme. 
'| Navy officer, to take command of the expedition— 
‘| assigned to him the services of several warrant 
'| officers and seamen—provided hospital and other 


‘| on his return. 


|| acter; and there is no doubt entertaine 
‘| Kane’s family, or by those navigators who have 
'| been engaged in Arctic explorations, that the | 
|| Advance 


item in the bill || 
f shall pass the ordeal of two com- |! 
mittees in each House before it comes before the | 











House or Senate—first, the committees, as now | the summer of that year, and return to the Uni 
organized, and then the general committee; and || States by the end of September, 1854. 


at last the billis to be voted upon in each House by || 
sections or by items—each item being voted into, || 
or out of, the bill, according to the sense of the || 
respective bodies. I do not see, therefore, that it | 


practiced upon the Government. But 1 did not 
rise to discuss the subject. I trust it will at least 
| receive the consideration of the select committee, 
| to whom I move its reference. 
The motion was agreed to. 


SEARCH FOR DR. KANE. 


On motion by Mr. BRODHEAD, the Senate 

proceeded to consider the following resolution, 
| submitted by him yesterday: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Naval Affairs be in- 


is possible that any fraud, any imposture, can be 


|| structed to inquire into the expediency of sending asteamer 


| and tender to the Arctic seas for the purpose of rescuing 


| 


of the United States Navy, and the officers and men under 
his command. 


Mr. BRODHEAD. Dr. Elisha K. Kane, the 
| talented, gallant, and meritorious officer men- 
tioned in the resolution, is a native of my State, 
and is connected with highly honorable and 


'by most generous and chivalrous impulses, he 
took command of the expedition, which, it is 
feared, is now in great peril, under the circum- 
| stances which I will now briefly proceed to state. 

Doctor Kane, a passed assistunt surgeon in the 
United States Navy, had been the senior surgeon 
of the squadron commonly known as the *‘ Grin- 
nell Expedition,’’ which returned in 1851 from 
the Arctic Seas. Its object Mad been the rescue 


| of Sir John Franklin; and though this was not 


' attained, Congress was pleased to express its 
| favorable sense of the officers engaged in the party, 
| by directing that they should receive double pay. 


spondent of Dr. Kane, and in some of her letters, 
addressed to him and Mr. Grinnell, she urged the 
organization of another expedition, which Dr. 
Kane should take the command of; the expedition 
to have the same objects as the first. Efforts were 
accordingly made to procure the means for the 
outfit and conduct of such a party. Mr. Grinnell 
gave his tried vessel, the Advance; Mr. Peabody, 


| of London, gave $10,000; and Dr. Kane used his 


exertions as a lecturer, and his influence with 
different scientific institutions, to make up the 
He had, however, succeeded but partially, 


He gave Dr. Kane orders, as a 


| stores, astronomical and nautical instruments, &c., 
&c.—furnished the vessel with a library; and finaliy 
ordered Dr. Kane lo report fully to the Department 

The cause of science was thus to 

be advanced by governmental aid. 

The party (nineteen, all told) sailed from New 
York in May, 1853. Letters were received from 
them, dated at Upernavik, the most northern of 
the considerable Greenland settlements, on the 
28th of July of that year. They have not been 
heard of since. These letters spoke of the whole 
company as in good health and full of hope—the 
navigation abundantly studded with icebergs, but 
| altogether practicable—and the promise of a suc- 


1 cessful transit into the Polar seaas highly encour- 


aging. In fact,as we now know from the report 
of the whalers and others, the season of 1853, in 
the Arctic circle, was of an unusually open char- 
by Dr. 


| 
i 


passed safely to a high northern latitude. 
lt was the purpose of Dr. Kane to carry his 


'| vessel, in the summer of 1853, as far up Baffin’s 


Bay as the entrance of Smith’s Sound, and there 
| to place her in harbor for the winter. He intended 
then to proceed, in the autumn months, with a 
| detachment of his force, to some point still fur- 
| ther north—employing for this purpose sledges 
| drawn by dogs, and perhaps occasionally boats. 


| He then would deposit his heavier vehicles, form 


| a depot of the stores he had brought, and in the 
early winter might return to his vessel. He was 
again to set out for the North in the spring of 
1854, complete his explorations before the end of 





distinguished families who reside there. Prompted | 


| 


| or affording relief to Passed Assistant Surgeon BE. K. Kane, | 


From that time Lady Franklin became the corre- || 





| 


| 
j 
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visions were, however, adequate to his suppor, 


case of mishaps until the summer of 1855, thoug 
not beyond. 

The winter of 1853-’54, and the summer of 1854 
have been the most severe that have been know, 
within the Arctic circle in seventeen years. T 
whalers have been unable to reach their aces, 
tomed cruising grounds in North Baffin; and jt jg 


_ the opinion of the best authorities on Arctic gy}, 
| jects, that it is scarcely to be hoped, from the 


immensity of the fields of ice in that region, the: 
the navigation can be opened again to the mouth 
of Smith’s Sound for years to come. If they ary 
right in this, the American expedition must remaiq 
ice-locked for another year at least; and in such 


case they must necessarily perish by starvation 
| For we know now, from the melancholy fate of 
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Franklin’s party, that the region is without rs. 
sources to support life. Indeed, Dr. Kane was 
aware of these contingent perils; and while warp. 
ing his friends that he might be arrested by ice 
in the first effert to return, he added that he should 
in that case, rely on the exertions of his country. 
men to aid in his rescue. He left with them, x 
the same time, specific instructions by which 
they might follow his traces, or ascertain his 
whereabouts, in case he should be unable to return, 


| The return of all the English expeditions from the 
| Polar seas, which took place since Dr. Kane ep. 
| tered the ice, and of which he cannot be apprised, 


further increases the hazards of the American 
pacers For the quarter from which he woul 

ope to derive support in case of need is thus 
withdrawn from him. 

It is proposed now to dispatch a screw propel. 
ler and a tender in search of the party. This 
scheme will no doubt meet the countenance and 
good wishes of the President and the Secretary 
of the Navy, but it is doubtful whether they have 
power to act without legislative sanction. A four 
months’ cruise will enable such a steamer to pass, 
without serious hazard, to the ice-barrier, and her 
officers and crew to complete all researches, and 
return to the United States. The rescue expedi- 
tion must be ready for sailing by next May, to 
avail itself of the northern summer, FHlence the 
necessity of authorizing it at the earliest moment. 
To delay legislation till the appropriation bills are 
before Congress, is to defeat the object. Officers 
of the Navy have already volunteered to form 
part of the expedition. There will be no difficulty 
in procuring men, and of the best sort. 

octor Kane is a gallant officer, conducting a 
hazardous and meritorious enterprise, with the 
consent and under the orders of the Government, 
and hence it becomes the duty of a generous Gov- 
ernment, representing a generous people, to take 
measures for his rescue or relief. We have ofi- 
cers and naval vessels unemployed, and hence the 
expense would be little, and I therefore hope that 
the resolution will be adopted, and that the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs will at once take it into 
consideration, 

~The resolution was agreed to. 


PACIFIC RAILROAD. 


The PRESIDENT. The first special order is 
the bill for the construction of a railroad from the 
valley of the Mississippi to the Pacific ocean. 

Mr. STUART. It is hardly worth while to 
take that up to-day. I move to postpone it until 
to-morrow. 

The motion was agreed to. 


JUDICIAL SYSTEM. 


The PRESIDENT. The next special order 
is the bill to amend and modify the judicial system 
of the United States. . 

Mr. STUART. That, I think, is « special 
order for a future day, having been made so 0” 
the motion of the chairman of the Committee 08 
the Judiciary, (Mr. Burier.] 

The PRESIDENT. That Senator gave notice 
that, on some future day, he would move to make 
it a special order, but no day was fixed. If there 
be no objection, it will be passed over. — . 

Mr. STUART. If there is no pressing bust 
ness before the Senate, | move that the Senate 
adjourn. 

r. PETTIT. Will the Senator allow me ‘ 
make a a 
Mr. STUART. Certainly. 
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 pNITED STATES LANDS IN CINCINNATI. 


ow hom was referred the bill from the 
a a Representatives, vesting the title of the 
United States to certain land in the city of Cincin- 


nati, have instructed me to report it back without 
, 


Mr. PETTIT. The Committee on the the | 


amendment, and recommend its passage. The | 


Senator from Ohio, {Mr. Cnase,} not now in his | 


nat, desires that bill to pass promptly. There 
8 s be no impropriety in its passage, and I ask 
its consideration at this time. 

The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, 
roceeded to consider the bill. 
rect that the title of the United States to the unsold 
jandin fractional section eleven, fractional township 
four, fractional range one, of John C. Symmes’s 
urchase of land in Ohio, be vested in the corpo- 


rate authorities of Cincinnati and their successors, | 


other occupants of it in severalty, upon 

- a to the Commissioner of the General Land 

fice of the minimum price of land subject to 

entry. It is not to be construed, however, as im- 

pairing the legal or equitable rights of any other 
persons to the land. . 

Mr. PETTIT. If there is any doubt about 


It proposes to di- | 








the bill, there is a report accompanying it which | 


can be read. , ; 

No amendment being proposed, the bill was re- 
ported to the Senate, and ordered to a third read- 
ing. It was read a third time, and passed. 

GENERAL WOOL. 


Mr.BRODHEAD. The Committee on Claims, 
to whom was referred the bill from the House of | 
Representatives, allowing rations to General John 
E. Wool, have instructed me to report it back 
without amendment, and with a recommendation 
that it pass. 

Mr. WELLER. If there be no objection, I 
hope the bill will be put upon its passage. It is 
an old claim, and there is no sort of doubt that it 
oughtto pass. It passed the House of Represent- 
atives at the last session, and was referred to the 
Committee on Claims here. I suppose, however, 
in the hurry of business, they were unable to | 
report it back then; therefore, if there be no ob- 
jection, | hope it will be acted upon now. I do 
not think there can be any objection to it. 

There being no objection, the Senate, as in 
Committee of the Whole, proceeded to consider 
the bill. It proposes to direct the accounting | 


General John E. Wool, Inspector General of the 
United States Army, the value of double rations, 
from July 21, 1821, to March 3, 1833, being the 
same as have been allowed by the War Depart- 
ment to other officers of the staff. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 










smendment, ordered to a third reading, read a 
third time, and passed. 
WITHDRAWAL OF PAPERS. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. At the instance of a mem- 
ber of the Committee on the Judiciary of the 
House of Representatives, 1 ask the Senate to 
make the following order: 


Ordered, That leave be granted to withdraw the petitions 
and memorials presented to the Senate on the subject of 
judiciary reform in the District of Columbia, in order that 
they may be presented in the House uf Representatives. 


The order was adopted. 

Mr. BADGER subsequently said: I am not 
txactly satisfied about the propriety of what the 
Senator from Pennsylvania has had done in ref- 
trence to the withdrawal of certain papers. I 


| 


ltis rather unusual, I think, to adopt the course 
which he has proposed. I move to reconsider the 
vole agreeing to that resolution. 
he motion was agreed to; and the question 
recurring on the adoption of the resolution, its 
— consideration was postponed until to-mor- 
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE. 
Mr. BRODHEAD. In the absence of the 
rman of the Committee on Naval Affairs, I 
move that so much of the annual message of the 
aie as relates to the Navy and to naval 
r i referred to the Committee on Naval 
The motion was agreed to. 
SCHOONER SARAH. 
A message from the House of Representatives, 








move to reconsider the vote agreeing to his reso- | 
ution, and then let it lie over until to-morrow. | 


second reading. 


at this time. 





der, was the call of the Committee for the District | 
of Columbia for reports. 


and Means, by unanimous consent, introduced a 


its title, referred to the Committee of the Whole 


printed. 
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| by Mr. Forney, their Clerk, announced that they | 


had passed a bill to authorize the Secretary of the || 
Treasury to issue a register to the schooner Sarah. |) 
The bill was read a first time, and ordered to a } 


Mr. STUART. [I ask that the bill may now | 
be read a second time, with a view to its passage | 
I understand from the chairman of 
the Committee on Commerce of the other House | 
that the vessel is now delayed for the purpose of | 
obtaining her papers in pursuance of this bill, to || 
which there can be no objection. 

_ By unanimous consent, the Senate at once con- 
sidered the bill as in Committee of the Whole. || 
Its object is to authorize the Secretary of the || 


Treasury to issue a register to the British-built | 
schooner Sarah, of fifty tons burden, wrecked near | 
the district of Passamaquoddy, if it- shall appear || 
to his satisfaction that the owners of the schooner || 
have expended in repairs three fourths of the value | 
of the vessel. 
No amendment being proposed, the bill was || 
reported to the Senate without amendment. It || 
was ordered to a third reading, was read a third || 
time, and passed. 
On motion, the Senate adjourned. 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tvespay, December 19, 1854. | 


The House met at twelve o’clock, m. Prayer | 
by Rev. Wittiam H. Mirsurn. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. | 


ti 


The SPEAKER stated the first business in or- || 


| 


NAVAL SERVICE. 
Mr. PHELPS, from the Committee of Ways 





| 

\| 
bill making appropriations for the support of the | 
naval service for the year ending the 30th of June, |, 
1856; which was read a first and second time by || 


on the state of the Union, and ordered to: be | 


| 


FORTIFICATIONS. 
Mr. HOUSTON, from the same committee, in- 





troduced a bill making appropriations for fortifica- 








from Virginia [Mr. Lercner} have been inef- 
fectually appealed to by the gentleman from Mas- 
sachusetis, I desire to make an appeal, in which 
the whole country is interested. If the House 
will allow me, I will state that I have been in- 
structed by the Committee on Public Lands—— 

Mr. LETCHER. |} object, and call for the 
regular order of business. 

Mr. COBB. I hope the gentleman will, at least, 
allow me to state my object. [| am very anxious 
to get the following bill before the House: 


'| A Bill to amend an act approved 4th August, 1854, entitled 


* An act to graduate and reduce the price of the public 
lands to actual setilers and cultivators.’ 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 


| tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled, 


That the act approved 4th August, 1854, “to graduate and 
reduce the price of the public lands to actual settlers and 
cultivators,’’ shall be so construed that the affidavits re- 
quired by the third section of that act may be made before 
any officer duly authorized by law to administer oaths, 
according to such forms and pursuant to such regulations 
as shall be prescribed by the Secretary of the Interior ; and 
that portion of said act that has been construed as requiring 
that lands entered or applied for, for the use of an adjoining 
farm or plantation, shall form a compact body with such 
farm or plantation, shall hereafter be construed as applica- 
ble to any lands in the neighborhood of such farm or plant- 
ation, say not to exceed four miles distance ; and the por- 
tion of said law that has been construed as authorizing the 


| entry of lands under said graduating act on filing a decla- 


ration of intention to enter lands for the use of the applicant 


| and for the purpose of settlement and cultivation, shall 


hereafter be considered as authorizing an entry in such 
cases, only on proof of actual settlement and imprevement 
by the party making such application under such rules and 


|| regulations as may be prescribed by the Secretary of the 


Interior for that purpose ; and the oath of the applicants 
that it is for their own use, and not in trust for another. 


Mr. LETCHER. I call for the regular order 


|| of business. 


The SPEAKER. Then no business is in order 
except that relating to the District of Columbia. 


DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA BUSINESS. 


Mr. HAMILTON, from the Committee for the 
District of Columbia, reported bills of the follew- 
ing titles; which were read a first and second time 
by their titles, and referred to the Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union: 

A bill to amend the charter of Georgetown, in 
the District of Columbia; and 

A bill to discharge the indebtedness of the pen- 
itentiary of the District of Columbia. 

Mr. H. also, from the same committee, intro- 


|| tions and other works of defense, and for repairs || duced the following resolution; which was read, 


of barracks and quarters for the year ending the || considered, and adopted: 
30th of June, 1856; which received the same order | Resolved, That the Secretary of the Interior be requested 
of reference. |; to inform the House whether, in bis judgment, any enact- 








REGISTER FOR THE: BRIG SARAH. | 


Mr. FULLER. I ask the unanimous consent || 
of the House to report, from the Committee on || 
Commerce, a bill providing a register of a vessel |, 
which is now detained in port for that purpose. 

There was no objection, and a bill authorizing | 
the Secretary of the Treasury to issue a register | 
to the schooner Sarah; was reported, and read a || 
first and second time by its title. 

Mr. FULLER. I ask that the bill may be put | 
upon its passage. 

The bill received its several readings, and was | 
finally passed. 

Mr. EDMANDS. I ask the unanimous con- || 
sent of the House to introduce a resolution. 

Mr. LETCHER. I call for the regular order || 
of business. 

The SPEAKER. Then the gentleman cannot || 
introduce his resolution. 

Mr. HAMILTON. I have two or three bills 
and a resolution, which | am instructed by the 
Committee for the District of Columbia to report. 


ment by Congress is neceseary for the permanent organiza- 
tion of the hospital for the insane of the Army and Navy, 
and of the District of Columbia, a portion of which is now 
nearly completed, and, in case he deems it needful, to 
report to the House such a plan of organization as he may 
think will best promote the beneficent object of the institu- 
tion, 

Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana, from the same com- 
mittee, reported a bill to incorporate the St. Jo- 
seph’s Male Orphan Asylum, in the District of 


|, Columbia; which was read a firstand second time 


by its title, and referred to the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union. 


Mr. HAMILTON. If there are no other bills 


| to be introduced, I will move that the rules be 


suspended, and that the House resolve itself into 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. 
‘The question was put, and the motion agreed to. 
So the rules were suspended, and the House 


|| resolved itself into the Committee of the Whole 
| on the state of the Union, (Mr. Puexres in the 


chair.) 
WASHINGTON AQUEDUCT. 





Mr. MURRAY. I rise to a privileged ques- || 
tion. J have a report, which I am instructed by || 
the Committee on Printing to report. 

TheSPEAKER,. The gentleman cannot -take 
the floor from the gentleman from Maryland fer | 
that purpose. There is a special order setting 
apart this day, to-morrow, and the next day, for 

e 


Mr. MURRAY. The rules permit the Com- | 
mittee on Printing to r at any time. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman states the | 
rule correctly; but the order of the House making | 
other business the special order, suspends this 
with all other rules. 


Mr. COBB. As the feelings of the gentleman 


i] 12) ** to 
| on the 


TheCHAIRMAN. The first business in order 
is thé consideration of the joint resolution (No. 
rovide for the continuance of the work 
ashington aqueduct.’’ 

Mr. HAMILTON. I desire to pass over that 
joint resolution informally. It is my purpose to- 
| day to take up only those bills which will not be 


consideration of business connected with the | likely to give rise to any discussion. 
District of Columbia. rn 


| There was no objection, and the joint resolution 
was accordingly passed over informally. 


AUXILIARY GUARD OF WASHINGTON. 

| House bill (No. 354) “to amend an act entitled 

| an act to establish an auxiliary watch for the 

| protection of public and private property in the 
city of Washington, approved August 23, 1845,”* 


GRADUATION BILL. coming up next in order, was read. 


It provides that each of the auxiliary watch 
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commencing with the present fiscal year, and 


shall receive an annual compensation of $600 | 


repeals all other acts relative to the compensation || 


of said watch. 
Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana. I reported that bill, | 
and if there is no objection to it, | move that it | 
be laid aside to be reported to the House, with a | 
recommendation that it do pass. 
The motion was agreed to. 


ADDITIONAL POWERS TO THE CORPORATION. 


House bijl (No. 355) ‘ granting certain addi- | 
tional powers to the Corporation of Washington” 
was next in order upon the Calendar. 

The bill was read. 

The first section provides that it shall be lawful | 
for the Mayor, Board of Aldermen, and Board of | 
Common Council, of the city of Washington, in | 
its discretion, to provide for the election by the | 
inhabitants of oald alary at stated periods, of any 
or all officers of said corporation not now elective | 
under the existing charter thereof; and to pre- | 
scribe the time, places, and manner of holding such | 


elections, and the duties, terms, and*tenure of || 


office of all such officers, as well as of the regis- 


and also provides for the 
of said elections. 

Section two provides that the said corporation | 
may cause any streets, or the carriage-ways, or 
foot-ways thereof, or of any portions of the same, 
to be paved, graded, or otherwise improved when- | 
soever in its Uiecretion the same may be deemed | 
proper and necessary, any restrictions or condi- | 
tions heretofore existing in the premises to the | 
contrary notwithstanding; and in like manner, in | 
its discretion, to cause to be constructed any drains | 
and sewers which it may consider necessary for | 
the proper drainage, health, or convenience of the | 
city, and to cause the streets or any of them, or | 
any portion of any of them, to be lighted by gas 
or otherwise, and to provide for the expense of 
any such works or improvements, either by a 
special tax or out of its corporate funds generally, 
or both, at its discretion. It also extends the juris- 
diction of the said corporation over the whole 
extent of the bridges and abutments which are 
now constructed, or which may hereafter be con- | 
structed, from the said city across the Eastern 
Branch or the Potomac river, with full power to 
adopt and enforce such rules and regulations as it 
may deem necessary for the safety and security of 

roperty and of persons passing over the said 
ridges. 

Section three provides that the said corporation 
shall have power, in its discretion, to cause new 
alleys to be opened into the squares, and from 
time to time to open, extend, change, or close 
those already laid out; subject always to the pro- 
viso concerning damages to individuals, contained 
in the eighth section of the act of May 15, 1820. 

Section four provides fhat the corporation shall | 
have power to create and establish police and | 
municipal courts, and to establish a house or 
houses of refuge or correction for juvenile or other | 
offenders, and to provide for the support and | 

overnment of the same by special tax, or out of | 
its corporate funds, or otherwise; and to pass any | 
and all laws, not inconsistent with the Constitu- 
tion and laws of the United States, for the estab- | 
lishment of an efficient police, for the maintenance | 
of order, the protection of persons and property | 
within the said city, and for the punishment, by | 
fine or imprisonment, or both, of offenses against | 
the ordinances and police regulations of the corpo- | 
ration; such imprisonment to be either in the | 
county jail, or in such municipal establishments, 
work-houses, houses of correction or of refuge, as 
may be provided by the corporation for that pur- 
; and that the marshal of the District of 
Columbia shall receive and safely keep within the 
jail for the county of Washington, at the expense | 
* of the corporation, all persons committed thereto | 
under or by authority of the provisions of the act. 

Section five provides that the corporation shall | 
have to provide by law for the levying and 
collection of all taxes which it is or may be 
authorized to i or which may have been | 
heretofore lawfully imposed, but are remaining | 
unsatisfied, in such manner as may be deem 
most efficient and conducive to the interests of the 


said city, an visions in its present 
charter % that behalf to t the contrary notwith- 
standing. 


purity and independence | 
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The sixth section provides that the corporation | ment. I did not know that the 
shall have power to organize a fire department, || committee would care for it. 


and to appoint one or more engineers, directors, |! 


or other officers, fur the superintendence and direc- || appended to the section, providing t 
tion of the firemen, fire companies, engines, hose, | therein contained shall enable the co 


and fire apparatus, at all fires or alarms of fires 
occurring in the city, and also to pass all laws or 
police regulations which may be deemed necessary 
or expedient for the regulation, control, and man- 
agement of all fire companies now existing, or 
hereafter to be incorporated or otherwise estab- 
lished, in the city, or the members thereof, any- 
thing in any existing Jaw or charter to the con- 
trary notwithstanding. 

The seventh section provides that the corpora- 
tion be authorized and empowered to pass all 
laws, ordinances, and regulations, which may be 
necessary to carry into ei! :ct the powers granted 
by this act. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair desires to 
make a statement to the committee of what will 
be his ruling in case there should be any attempt 
to discuss matters not relevant to the subject 
under consideration. ‘The Chair will rulein sueh 


! gis- || case as it did during the last session of Congress, 
ter, collecter, and surveyor of said corporation; | 


when territorial business was under consideration, 
that the speakers must confine their remarks to 
the bill before the committee. 

The bill was then read by sections for amend- 
ments. 

Mr. HAMILTON, I desire to offer an amend- 
ment to the first section just read. There is but 
one amendment that | desire to offer to this bill. 
The amendment is as follows: 

At the endof the word “ being,’ in line fifteen, insert the 
following : 

And provided further, That no person shall vote at any 
election holden under the charter of said city who shall not 
have been returned on the books of said corporation, as 
provided by the fifth section of the act entitled “ An act 
to continue, alter, and amend the charter of the city of 
Washington, approved May 17, 1848,”? and who has not 
the other qualifications required by the said fifth section of 
said act; and any person who shall vote or offer to vote 
contrary to the requirements of this proviso, shall, on con- 
viction thereof, be sentenced to pay a fine of not less than 
ten nor more than fifty dollars, and to imprisonment for not 
less than One nor more than four months, for such offense. 

The question was taken, and the amendment 
was agreed to. 


Mr. HAMILTON. If there be no other 
amendments to be offered to the bill, I move that 
the further reading of the bill be dispensed with, 
and that the bill be laid aside to be reported to the 
House. 

There being no objection, the further reading of 
the bill was dispensed with. 

Mr. HAVEN. I wish to inquire of the chair- 
man of the Committee forthe District of Columbia, 
{Mr. Hamitton,] or of some other gentleman, in 
reference to the fifth section of the bill, whether 


we are to understand that the fifth section confers | 


upon the Corporation of Washington a right to 

levy taxes on the prorey of the United States ? 

‘ Mr. HAMILTON. o, sir, I do not think it 
oes. 

The CHAIRMAN. If no member of the com- 
mittee requires the reading of the intervening 
sections of the bill, the Clerk will report the fifth 
section. 

Mr. HAMILTON. I think that the first five 
lines of the section show the precise authority 
conferred on the Corporation of Washington, in 
reference to taxes. ‘They are as follows: 

And be it further enacted, That the said corporation shall 
have power to provide by law for the levying and coliec- 
tion of all taxes which it is or may be authorized to im- 
pose, or which may have been heretofore lawfully imposed, 
but are remaining unsatisfied. 

There is certainly no authority given here to 
impose taxes on the property of the United States. 

r. HAVEN. My object is to have the exer- 
cise of such an authority prevented. I suppose 
that the lines pointed out by my friend from 
Maryland do not refer to the property which may 
be taxed, but to the object of taxation. They point 
to the subjects for which taxation may be properly 
eet not to the property on which it may 

imposed. 
Mr. HAMILTON. I have no objection to such 
an amendment as the honorable gentleman from 
New York (Mr. Haven] may think proper, to 
the effect that the corporation are not entitled to 
levy any other than legal taxes, or to impose any 
on the eer of the United States. 

Mr. Ha EN. I havenot prepared any amend- 
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gentlemen of the 
Mr. HAMILTON. There can be a Provigo 
hat Hothing 


; : 
tax the property of the United States. 2 sal 
Mr. HAVEN. I will prepare such a provi 

Mr. GIDDINGS. I desire to offer an amay 
ment to the fourth section of the bill, 
The CHAIRMAN. That section has been 
— The gentleman from New York (Mr 
Aven] is preparing an amendment to the ffi, 
section of the bill for the purpose of exempting ali 
property of the United States from taxation. ’ 
Mr. GIDDINGS. Has the fourth section been 


read? 

The CHAIRMAN. No, it has not been reaj 
After the first section was read, the gentleman 
from Maryland moved to dispense with the further 


| reading of the bill; no objection was made, aiid the 
reading of the remaining sections was dispense 
| with. The gentleman from New York, (Mr, 








Haven,] however, proposed to amend the fifi 
section, and the consideration of that amendmen, 
is now before the committee. 
Mr. GIDDINGS. And is it not in order now 
to move an amendment to the fourth section? 
The CHAIRMAN. The Chair does not fe! 
disposed to exclude the gentleman’s amendmen, 
as he was prevented, perhaps, from offering it in 
a time, in consequence of the reading of the 
ill by sections having been dispensed with for 
the purpose of facilitating the olan of the 
committee. 
Mr. GIDDINGS. Then I want to propose en 


| amendment to the fourth‘section. 


The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will rule that 


| the amendment of the gentleman from Ohio (Mr. 


Gippines] may be received, although it is in- 
formal. 

Mr. HAVEN. I have drawn up a proviso 
which is to come in on the twenty-fifth line of the 
fifth section of the bill. It is: 

And provided further, That nothing herein contained shall 
authorize the imposition of any tax, assessment, or charge, 
on any of the property of the United Siates. 

The question was taken, and the amendment 
was agreed to. 

Mr. GIDDINGS. I move to add to the fourth 
section of the bill the following proviso: 

Provided, That no person shall be imprisoned, unless 
charged with crime or offense. 

My object is to call the attention of the com- 
mittee to the fact, that under the authority of the 
District of Columbia three persons are now—— 

Mr. HAMILTON. Has the chairman ruled 
amendment of the gentleman from Ohio in 
order? 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair did so decide. 
In making that decision, the Chair announced, at 
the instance of the gentleman from Maryland, 
[Mr. Hamitton,] that if there was no amendment 
proposed to the preceding section, that this section 
would beconsidered. At that time the gentleman 
from Ohio rose, and stated that he desired to offer 
an amendment; and, under the circumstances, the 
Chair decided that the amendment would be en- 
tertained. In pursuance of that decision, the gen- 
tleman from Ohio offered his amendment. 

Mr. GIDDINGS. I am quite sure that I am 
in order. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I would appee! 
from the decision of the Chair, for the purpose of 


| making a remark. 


Mr. GIDDINGS. It is too late. 

Mr. JONES. Not too late for an appeal. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Ten- 
nessee is in order, and is not too Jate in making 
an appeal from the decision of the Chair. 

Mr. JONES. This is a bill to amend oe) - 
incorporating this city, granting certain po 
to its board of corporation, composed of a Mayor, 
Board of Aldermen, and Board of Common Coun- 
cil. The amendment of the gentleman from Ohio, 
if | understood it rightly from hearing it read, pro- 
poses to prohibit the imprisonment of an person 
in this city, except he may be charg os 
criminal offense. That may be all rig t in itself; 
but can we, in an act to amend the charter em 
city of Washington, control the judiciary of ae 
District? The amendment is not germase to P 
bill, and 1 think should not be made to it. It pro 


oe : Sat toe of 
poses general legintation: affecting the judiciary ° 
| the District, and not the mere organization of th 
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1854. 
¢ - ani ent. There will be, I doubt not, 
city ovoject to reorganize the judiciary here. 
where js a project already pending before this 

‘ouse for that purpose, when the question of the 
pons of the judiciary will come up, and then 
Ps amendment will properly be in order. . 

“Mr. GIDDINGS. 1 will suggest, if the Chair 

lease, that this bill provides for power to be 
vated in the corporation of this city for the estab- 
jishment of an additional police for the mainte- 
«nce of order and for the protection of persons 
yroperty- 1 would ask if there can be any- 
red more appropriate for the protection of per- 
sons than to provide for their liberty? 

The CHAIRMAN. Thegentleman from Ten- 
nessee (Mr. Jones] has appealed from the decis- 
ion of the Chair upon the ground that the amend- 
ment offered by the gentleman from Ohio (Mr. 
Gippines] is not in order. The Chair, in deciding 
that he would entertain the amendment submitted 
by the gentleman from Ohio, overruled the point 
of order that was made with reference to the point 
of time at which the amendment was offered. He 
made no ruling as to the subject-matter of the 
amendment; but = that point, as the question 
is now raised by the gentleman from Tennessee, 
(Mr. Jones,] the Chair also rules the amendment 
to bein order. From that decision the gentleman 
from Tennessee appeals; and the question now is, 
Shall the decision of the Chair stand as the juadg- 
ment of the committee? 

Mr. HOUSTON. I would ask the Chair 
whether it would be in order for me, if I could get 
the floor, to make a motion to take up a bill re- 
forming the judiciary of the District; or, rather, 
the general judiciary of the United States? Could 
I call up, under the special order which the House 
made a few days ago, a bill proposing a general 
reformation of the judiciary system o 
try, and, as a matter of course, reforming the 
indiciary system of the District ? 

‘The CHAIRMAN. The Chair would decide 
that the gentleman could not call up such a bill. 

Mr. HOUSTON. If the Chair would decide 
that to be out of order as a separate and inde- 
pendent proposition, by what process can we bring 
the same matter up in the nature of an amend- 
ment. If the amendment of the gentleman from 
Ohio [Mr. Gipp1nes] is in order, it is equally 
competent to bring in the entire judiciary of the 
United States. 

The CHAIRMAN. Discussion upon the point 
of order raised by the gentleman from Tennessee 
is not in order. The question now before the 
committee is, Shall the decision of the Chair, 
made upon a point of order, stand es the judgment 
of the committee ? 

Mr. KERR demanded tellers; which were 
ordered; and Messrs. Kerr and Mace were 
appointed. 

The question was taken; and there were—ayes 
73, noes 60. 

So the decision of the Chair was sustained. 

Mr.GIDDINGS. Mr. Chairman, I desire the 
attention of the committee particularly to this 
amendment, which has so often been defeated by 
evasion in this Hall, but which, I trust, we are 
now prepared to adopt. The law, as it now stands 
upon the statute-book of this District, authorizes 
the arrest, imprisonment, and sale into slavery of 
every man of color who shall be found in this 
District, unless he prove hisfreedom. And, even 
ifhe prove that he was born free, he is sold, 
unless hecan pay the coste and expenses of his im- 
prisonment. This said law has long existed here. 

oa former occasion, it was denied in this Hall 
that such a law was in force. The Clerk of this 

y was called upon to state the facts. He had 
en &@ practicing lawyer for forty years in this 
District, and he declared to this body that such 
was the law; that it was in force, and had been 
sustained since the District first came under our 
Jurisdiction. . 
¢ object of my amendment is distinctly to say 
‘iat all persons shall be free from arrest or im- 
irs rae unless charged with crime or offense. 
‘isa law of equal rights, equal justice, dealing 
out the same measure to all men and to all people 
who shall be found in the District; securing to 
tach one the right of personal liberty, unless he 
Shall be cha with an offense or crime. 

The question is one which goes home to every 
man, to every heart. Its doctrine cannot be made 
more obvious by argument, because it comies 
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| holders of said stock to 


_ual. Now,I! wish to say to thecountry, that this 


| justice, and crime, to the people here; that that 


| those outrages upon the liberties and rights of 
mankind are perpetrated. 








within those “self-evident truths” which address 
themselves to the understanding of every individ- 


district is controlled by the laws of Congress; that | 
it is under our exclusive jurisdiction. That we, the | 
members of Congress, deal out oppression, in- 


measure of justice which we, the Congress of the 
United States, deal out, is enjoyed by the people 
of this District and no more; that it is by virtue 
of our laws that freemen are here seized, impris- 
oned, and here sold, for the jail fees, into perpetual 
bondage. It is by virtue of those laws, that all 


My proposition is to repeal and set aside every | 


BE, 8 
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with the right to and interest of the assured to the 
land on which they stand, and upon the other property 
insured by said company in consideration thereof: Provided, 
That said company shail file, in the proper office for record- 
ing judgments and mortgages, a memorandum of the name 
of the individual insured, a description of the property, and 
the amount of the deposit note unpaid; and the same, 
when so entered, shall be deemed and taken to be in all 
respects as a judgment entered upon confession by virtue 
of a warrant of attorney, and execution may at any time be 
had thereon for so much as, by virtue of the provisions of 
this act, may be due and demandable ; but the lien thereof 
shall commence with the filing of the memorandum in the 
proper office : Provided, That such lien shall not be con- 
strued to iake from such person insured as aforesaid the 
privilege of a freeholder— 


I move the insertion of these words: 


Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That the capital stock 
of this company shall consist of the premium notes given 
by the insured, and of the cash paid in as interest on said 
premium notes, which cash shall never exceed $20,000. 





and to prevent the imprisonment of any person, 
unless charged with crime or offense. 1 Sigh to 
say to the committee, that all I ask is a definite 
expression of the opinion of the House. Let 
every member feel that he is giving his vote upon 
a question of great importance to the colored pop- 
ulation of this District, and let each give his vote 
according to the dictates of that sense of justice 
which God has given him. I hope gentlemen who 
have objection to this proposition, will come up 
to it fairly and explicit , and say to the country 
that we ought not to protect the liberties of those 
who depend upon our legislation for the degree of 
liberty which they enjoy. 

Mr. HAMILTON. It is not my purpose to 
say a word in reply to the gentleman from Ohio. 
I desire to have the vote taken upon his amend- | 
ment immediately, as every gentleman fully un- | 
derstands the question. I hope the committee | 
are prepared to vote upon the amendment without | 


law which would involve any freeman into slavery, 





Said notes shall be payable on demand, and shall constitute 


| and be a lien to the amount thereof, respectively, upon all 


| buildings insured by said company, and the land upon which 
they stand, and the appurtenances to such land, and upon 
the estate and interest, legal or equitable, of the assured in 


other property insured by said company in consideration 
thereof: Provided, That said company shall file, in the 
office of the clerk of the circuit court of the District of 
Columbia, a memorandum of the name of the individual 
insured, a description of the property, and the amount of 
the premium note unpaid; and the said note, upon the 
filing of said memorandum, shall be deemed and taken to 
be in all respects as a judgment entered upon confession by 
virtue of a warrant of attorney, and execution may at any 
time be had thereon for so much as, by virtue of the pro- 
visions of this act, may be due and demandable ; but the 
lien thereof shall commence with the filing ef the memo- 


| 
such buildings, lands, and appurtenances, and upon the 
| 
| 


randu:n in the said office : Provided, That such bien shall 


not be construed to take from such person insured as afore- 
said the privilege of a freeholder. 


Mr. TAYLOR. The amendment is substan- 
tially the same as the section of the bill for which 


aveathent. } it is a substitute. It is, however, improved in 
he question being upon the pending amend- | phraseology, and more distinctly expresses the 


ment, 
Mr. PRINGLE demanded tellers; which were | 
ordered; and Messrs. Mace and Boyce were | 
appointed. 

The question was then taken; and the tellers 
reported thirty-five in the affirmative; not a ma- | 
jority of a quorum. 

So the amendment was not agreed to. 


No further amendments being offered to the bill, 





it was laid aside to be reported to the House, || 


with a recommendation that it do pass. 
WASHINGTON GAS-LIGHT COMPANY. 
The next bill which came up for consideration | 


was House bill (No. 357) authorizing the Wash- || 


ington Gas-Light Company to increase the capital | 
stock of said company. 

The bill was read in extenso, and authorizes the | 
company to increase their capital stock to $150,000 | 
in shares of twenty dollars each, subscribed on | 
the books of the company; and subjecting the | 
e same liability as is | 
provided in the original act of incorporation in 
1848. 

No amendments being offered, on motion of 

Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana, the bill was laid aside 
to be reported to the House, with a recommenda- 
tion that the same do pass. 


RAILWAY COMPANY. 


The next bill which came up for consideration | 
was House bill (No. 430) to incorporate the 
Washington and Georgetown Railway Company 
in the District of Columbia. 

Mr. HAMILTON. I move that that bill be 
laid aside informally for the present. 

The motion was agreed to; and the bill was 
laid aside. 

MUTUAL FIRE INSURANCE COMPANY. 
The next bill which came up in order for con- 
sideration was a bill (H. R. 507) to incorporate | 
the Mutual Fire Insurance Company of the Dis- 

trict of Columbia. 

The bill was read in extenso, 

By unanimous consent, the reading of the bill 
by sections for amendment was dispensed with. 

Mr. TAYLOR, of New York. In lieu of the 
third section which is as follows: 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That the capital stock 


of this company shall consist of the cash paid in as interest 
on the premium notes hereinafter mentioned, which cash 





| object of the act. I repeat, that it does not differ 
| in a single particular from the substance of the 
| original section. 

| The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. TAYLOR. If there be no further amend- 
| ments, | move that the bill be laid aside to be 
“a to the House. 

r. SIMMONS. I wish to ask some member 
| of the committee which reported this bill, one or 
two questions. | little expected, when I came here, 
| to find this common nuisance, which has been 
| found to be intolerable nearly all over the country, 
about to be incorporated and centralized here at 
| the seat of Government. Now, | want to know, 
| in regard to the second section, whether it is 
intended to be confined in its operation to property 
| located in the District of Columbia, or whether 
| their powers of insuring are to go to all the States 
| in the Union—into Canada and everywhere else? 
| Mr. TAYLOR. I cannot answer the gentle- 
| man with any degree of certainty. It is my 
impression, however, that the design is, that the 
bili shall apply exclusively to property located in 
the District of Columbia. 

Mr. SIMMONS. Then I would suggest to 
the gentleman that it would be better to have a 
| clause inserted, restricting the operation of the 
| second section to property situated in the District 

of Columbia. Unless this is done, these mutual 
| insurances will expand until they will embrace 
property in every part of the United States and 
in Canada. Now, sir, | know that in Canada 
the notes of these companies cannot be collected. 
The courts have so decided. They have decided 
them to be illegal. And, sir, 1, for one, am not 
willing to authorize the incorporation of such a 
humbug institution to be expanded until it embrace 
all the country in its operation, under the credit 
of the city of Washington, authorized by an act 
| of Congress. If it is confined to the District 
| of Columbia, the agents will not undertake to 
0 ize branches outside of the District. 

hen, under the third section, if I properly 

understand jt, it will be perfectly impracticable to 

collect any insurance out of the juriediction of the 

District. For instance, in the State of Virginia 

it could not be colleted without an expensive law 

suit, and I doubt whether it could be done at all. 

; Mr. TAYLOR. Of course it could not be 
one. 


Mr. SIMMONS. Then why not confine the 














shall never exceed $20,000; also, the premium notes given operation of the act expressly to the District of 


by the insured. Said notes shall be payable on demand 

and shall oeae and oe lien to the cpent shereot 
respective é nature of a judgment, waiving the right | 
of inquisiiGl wpoli all buildings insured’ by said company, | 


Columbia ? : 
Mr. TAYLOR. The presumption is that the 


bill is designed to apply only to the District of 
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Columbia. I haveno objection to the amendment 
indicated by the gentleman from New York; but I 
will say, however, that I do not know whether 
such an amendment will meet the wishes of those 
who desire this incorporation. 

Mr. FLORENCE. 1 have an amendment 
which I think will meet the wishes of the gentle- 
man from New York, which I offer, to come in at 
the end of the third section. I move the following: 

Provided further, That the privileges, immunities, and 


franchises granted by this act, shall be confined to the Dis- 
triet of Columbia. 


The amendment was adopted. 


The bill now having been read through for 
amendment, was laid aside to be reported to the 
House, with the recommendation that it do pass. 


SUPPRESSION OF SMALL NOTES. 


Senate bill (No. 16) to suppress the circulation 
of small notes as a currency in the District of 
Columbia, coming up next in order upon the Cal- 
endar, was read in extenso by the Clerk. 

The Clerk then proceeded to read the bill by 
sections for amendment. 

The Committee for the District of Columbia 
reported an amendment to the first section, to in- 
sert therein the words— 

— or of the amount of five dollars and upwards, payable 


or redeemable in bank or other notes, or any other thing 
except gold and silver.”’ 





So as to make it read: 

That if any person or persons, body-politic or corporate 
within the District of Columbia, shall make, emit, issue, 
utter, sign, draw, or indorse any bank note, promissory 
note, or any instrument of writing, fer the payment or de- 
livery of money, or other valuable thing, or of anything pur- 
porting to be a valuable thing, of a less amount than five 
dollars, or of the amount of five dollars and upwards, pay- 
able or redeemable in bank or other notes, or any other thing 
except gold or silver, &c. 

Mr. HAVEN. I do not know that I haveany 
idea of what is the object of the committee in this 
amendment, and I should like to heara few words 
of explanation in relation to it from the chairman 
of the committee. If the object of this bill is to 
prohibit individuals or corporations from circula- 
ting their promises to pay, no matter whether it 
be in bills or in gold and silver, then this amend- 
ment ought not to be in. But if it be simply to 
allow any corporation or individual to issue their 
paper which shall circulate as currency in this 

istrict, why, this amendment seems to be well 
enough. 1 suppose, however, that it was the in- 
tention of the committee to prohibit, as far as they 
were able, the circulation of promises to pay, 
whether those promises were payable in other 
notes, or promises in produce, in merchandise, or 
in gold and silver. 

r. HAMILTON. That was our object. 

Mr. HAVEN. If that be so then I submit to 
the gentleman that he had better reconsider the 
language of this section, for the only prohibition 
in it now is against issuing bills that are payable 
in other bills. 1 will read it: 

*¢ That if any person or persons, body- politic or corporate, 
within the District of Columbia, shall make, emit, issue, 
utter, sign, draw, or indorse any bank note, promissory 
note, or any instrument of writing, for the payment or de- 
livery of money, or other valuable thing, or of anything pur- 
porting to be a valuable thing, of a leas amount than five 
dollars, or of the amountof five dollars and upwards, paya- 
ble or redeemable in bank or other notes, or any other thing 
except gold or silver,” &c. 


Now, suppose they issue notes payable in gold 
and silver, do the committee mean to allow that? 
Ie that the object they have in view? 

Mr. HAMILTON. In reply to the gentleman, 
I will only state, that there is a very serious dif- 
ficulty existing in reference to the suppression of 
all kinds of notes in this District. To talk about 
suppressing the circulation of all notes of the de- 
nomination of five dollars and upwards, is simply 
preposterous, because individuals from all parts 
of the Union come here, and nearly all the States 
of the Union, with but few exceptions, authorize 
the issue of notes of the denominatiofi of five dol- 
lars and upwards. There are, also, in this city 
four or five banks, once incorporated, although 
now their charters have expired, which do issue 
such notes. Now, if we enter into a controversy 
with reference to these institutions, we shall be 
involved in difficulty, and our great object—the 
suppression of notes under the denomination of 
five dollars—will be lost. 

1 am not too favorably disposed to banks, or & 
banking system. It would be my policy—if that 


THE CO 


were possible—to suppress all kinds of notes in 
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this District; but it is impracticable, and | there- 
fore desire to suppress the most mischievous. 

In regard to the other class of issue—that of the 
denomination of five dollars and upwards, payable 
in other bank notes—it is our earnest desire to 
suppress it. 

One of these concerns—issuing notes of this 
description— has since blown up. The bill was 
peculiarly directed to that institution, for issuing 
and circulating such notes. We did not desire to 
strike at all kinds of banks. We were well aware 
of the controversy which must arise in this body 
and in the Senate, if we did; but we desired to 
strike first at this mischievous small-note circula- 
tion, which has so much injured the community, 
and is so pestiferous a currency. 

Mr. HAVEN. Will the gentleman from Mary- 
land allow me for one moment? 

Mr. HAMILTON. Certainly. 

Mr. HAVEN. The object which I -have in 
view, is to call the gentleman’s attention to the 
fact, that if it were his intention to effect what he 
proclaims he wished to effect, he has entirely 
failed to attain his object; for this bill does not 
prohibit the circulation or issue of small notes, 
whether under five dollars or over five, except 
such notes as are payable in a particular manner. 
It contains nothing to prohibit the issue or circu- 
lation of small notes for which specie is to be paid. 
Now, Mr. Chairman, I do not propose to under- 
take to correct this, but I merely wish to call the 


| gentleman’s attention to it. 


Mr. HAMILTON. If the gentleman will ex- 
cuse me, I[ will read the words of the bill: 


—* or of anything purporting to be a valuable thing, of a less 
amount than five dollars, or of the amount of five dollars or 
upwards, payable or redeemable in bank or other notes, or 
any Other thing except gold or silver.”? 


Mr. HAVEN. Yes; when they are payable 
or redeemable in this way, their issue will be legal. 
But when small bills or large bills are declared to 
be payable by notes of other banks, they will be 
illegal; but I suppose that both of them may be 
made e able. But I wish to show further—and 
I think this is a fair implication from the bill— 
that it allows individuals to issue their shin- 
plasters to any amount they desire. I do not 
purpose to undertake to correct the bill, I only 
purpose to call the gentleman’s attention to it, and 
simply to say, that unless there be some radical 
change made in one or two sections of the bill, I 
cannot vote for it. 

Mr. McMULLIN. Mr. Chairman, I have a 
remonstrance here from some of the citizens of 
Washington, which I desire to have read to the 
committee before I proceed to say anything on the 
subject of this bill. 

The Clerk accordingly read the following re- 
monstrance: 

Wasnuineton, January 9, 1853, 
To Hon. Fayette Mc Mullin, 
House of Representatives, D. C.: 

We, a portion of the business men of this District, having 
heard that there is being an effort made to suppress the cir- 
culation of small notes of less denomination than five dol- 
lars, in this District, earnestly request that no such laws 
may be enacted. In the States of Virginia, Maryland, and 
Pennsylvania, each have laws prohibiting the circulation 
of notes of a less denomination than five dollars, which 
Jaws are not regarded in the least degree. We cannot dis- 
criminate or conceive the difference between a five dollar 
note and five one dollar notes, if both are upon the same 
basis. Further, one dollar notes are a matter of great con- 
venience in making change, and we find in the majority of 
cases persons generally prefer small notes, if they are good, 
to one dollar gold pieces. We would earnestly ask, if 
there be any change in our banking laws, that we have a 
law similar to the States of New York or Indiana, to wit: 
a free banking system, free and open to all who can give 
the proper security. We think it would be a hard case for 
strangers coming to the Metropolis of the nation not to be 
allowed the privilege of passing their money here, which 
is good and Jawful currency in the States in which they 
reside. We further think that this District and city should 
be exempt from such stringent laws, as it is the center of 
attraction for citizens from all parts of our great Republic, 
and should be the freest and most lenient place in its laws 
in the United States. 

G. M. Wright 


R. W. Latham, ' 
Linton & Tweedy, E, E. White & Co., 
William M. Cripps, 


Cc. O, Wall, 
Wm. 8. Richardson, P. Bartlett Orem, 
B. P. Paige, 


James J. Miller, 


G. Wm. Yerby, W. H. Stevens, 

G W. Cochran, H. T. Loudon & Co., 
Joseph Radcliff, Marshall Brown, 
James Williams, Halt & Brother, 
William Ballantyne, E. D. Etchison, 

A. Gray, D. R. Wall, 

R. R. Gurley, B. W. Caster, 
Francis Mattingly, John Waller, 

John Richey, James L. White, 
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——— ’ 
P. J. Steer, Fitzh Cc 
Edward Steer, c.G. itdman? 
Thomas G. W White & Sons,’ 
8. P. Hoover, W. G. W. White 
8. C. Mills, Jesse B. Wilson,’ 
G. T. Gibson, J.M.Harry, ” 
A. Koop, _ C. G. Klopfer 
James Davis, Thomas % Wheeler 
E£. Edmonston, Charles Werner 
J. R. Uarbangh, J.D.Earle, ” 
Charles Klamann, W.A. Gilman, 
J. W. Clements, W. W. Baldwin 
Ii. C. Harrover, Edward flail, ’ 


Hugh Cameron, 
J. S. Barbour, jr., 
J. W. Kays, 


W.M.S 

Erastus 8. Tate _ 
Shekell & Baily, 
Yerby, Tebbs & Yerby. 

Mr. McMULLIN. That paper, as 
have perceived, is numerously signed by the mos, 
influential business men of the city of Washins. 
ton. I beg to say, in the outset, that I am myeei 
opposed to this small-note currency, whether ip 
the District of Columbia or in any of the States. 
But, sir, 1 desire to call the attention of the com, 
mittee to the present state of affairs in this coy. 
try. There are, perhaps, four fifths or nine tenths 
of the States of the Union which are allowed { 
have in circulation notes below the denoming. 
tion of five dollars. = own State of Virginia 
has prohibited, by one of the most rigorous legis. 
lative enactments that I have seen enacted jn any 
State, the circulation of notes of a less denoming. 
tion than five dollars; and yet that State has been 
wholly unable to enforce the law in my own dis. 
trict. Sir, 1 doubt very much the policy of this 
bill. I ask gentlemen on this floor who represent 
States recognizing the issue of small notes of g 
less value than five dollars, whether they are 
not in the habit of receiving or sending, almost 
daily, emall notes for the purpose of paying news. 
paper subscriptions and other matters? [ doubt 
very much the policy of the measure at this par. 
ticular period. 

I need not tell you, Mr. Chairman, nor the 
members of this committee, that, for the last four 
or five years, specie has been drawn from the 
country toan enormousamount. The demand of 
Europe for specie has been such that immense 
quantities have been purchased up and sent 
abroad. Under the late coinage law, passed at 
the last Congress, we find that specie has been re- 
coined, and the country will shortly be supplied 
with small specie for circulation; but now, in the 
absénce of a sufficiency of specie to supply the 
country with small change, I doubt very much— 
opposed as I am in principle to the smail-note cir- 
culation—the policy and the justice of the House 
at this moment passing this bill to prohibit small- 
note circulation. This District—as is shown by 
the remonstrance that has been read—is opposed 
to the passage of this law. And, if the most in- 
fluential business men of the District of Columbia 
are remonstrating against the passage of this law, 
I ask whether we have a right to insist on pass- 
ing it? Congress is the local legislature of this 
District, and should lend attention to the remon- 
strances of its citizens. If gentlemen will take 
the trouble to look at this remonstrance they will 
find a vast number of names subscribed to it— 
names of the wealthiest and most extensive busi- 
ness men in the District of Columbia. 

Sir, I have myself, at this session of Congress, 
and at preceding sessions, paid out small bills; 
and I ask, is it the purpose of the committee, by 
this bill, to make that act culpable, and to make 
me guilty of a violation of the law? Therefore, 
I ask gentlemen to look at this matter carefully, 
and not act hastily upon it. It strikes me, if we 
were to pass such a bill at all, that it ought not to 
be at this particular period, when the financial 
condition of the whole country is so very muc 
embarrassed. After the passage of the law sup- 
pressing the circulation of small notes in my Stale, 
we still received them, notwithstanding the law 
was a most rigorous one. In my district a pre 
sentment was made before the grand jury to bring 
the offenders of the law before the court, but they 
have not been able to enforce a law so clearly 
against public sentiment and public opinion. - 

Mr. CASKIE. Opposed, as I am, to the circu 
lation of small notes everywhere, | do not design 
to discuss the question; because | am sure the m! 
of every man is made up on the subject. 
rise at this time merely because of an assertion 28 
to my own State, contained in the remonstrance 


you will 


just read, and some remarks of my colleague = 


presented it. It is stated in that remonstrance (ss 
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1854. 

. f Virginia for the effectual suppression | 
the aw otes fe not in the least regarded; and my | 
Or jeague seems, to some extent, at any rate, to 
pees in the statement. I wish to inform the | 
w mmittee that, so far as my district is concerned, | 
7 ao far as my knowledge of the State extends, | 
a law to which I have alluded has acted like a | 
an. It has been universally regarded from the | 
ae beginning of its operation. It has entirely | 
panished the small-note currency that we had | 
pefore from our midst, and substituted gold and | 
silver instead. It has gone into effectual operation 
without the least disturbance or difficulty. It | 
ives universal satisfaction, and I do not believe | 





that, within the limits of the State, there is a man \| 


who would return to the system of small notes, 
Mr. MCMULLIN. My colleague may be right | 
go far as his district is concerned, but so far as my 
district is concerned, I say that he is laboring 
under an egregious error. 7 
Mr. CASKIE. I do not know about the dis- | 
trict of my colleague, but I speak of my own, and 
for the State, so faras my knowledge of it ex- | 


tends. 


Mr. McMULLIN. It is well known to my || 


colleague, as itis to all my colleagues, that the | 
district which I have the honor to represent is | 
bounded upon the south by Tennessee and North | 
Carolina, and upon the north by Kentucky. In | 
each of these States they issue small notes, and | 
the people in the district of country bordering | 
upon those States have been compelled to receive | 
small notes. I heard a judge there givinga charge | 


to the grand jury for the enforcement of this law, || 


and I tell the committee, aa I do my colleague, 
according to my recollection, that the first pre- | 
sentment had not yet been made in that district. 

Mr. CASKIE. I say to my colleague that, so | 
far as | know, there never has been a necessity 
for any presentment. I never knew of any small 
notes being offered in my part of the State after 
the law went into operation. 

Mr. HAMILTON. Did I understand the gen- 





thatthe circulation of small notes was now allowed 
in Maryland ? . 

Mr. McCMULLIN. No; but the remonstrance 
I presented makes that statement. 

Mr. HAMILTON. The law that we have in 
Maryland for the suppression of the small note 
circulation is most eflectuaily carried out. It has | 
driven small notes entirely out of circulation, and | 
we hardly see a one dollar note there now. For | 
common, ordinary purposes, we have nothing but 
gold and silver. 

Mr. McMULLIN. I can well imagine that it 
is perfectly competent with the constituents of my | 
colleague to resort to a specie circulation, where 
they have various banks located in the city of 
Richmond to which they can go. But such is 
not the condition of things in the rural districts, | 
and especially in my district. I repeat, there has 
not been a day since I returned home from the | 
seat of Government that I have not seen small | 
notes in circulation. When I first returned I 
refused to take them. I did not, by so doing, 
intend to violate the law; but finding out the real 
state of things, I fell into the same habit with 
others in passing these notes. They are put into 
circulation every day in that portion of Virginia; 
and so long as the various States which lie contigu- 
ous to that section of the State issue small notes, 
a cannot enforce the law for their suppression. 

ou cannot enforce sych a law when public 
opinion is decidedly against it. 1 repeat here, 
that I am opposed to the circulation of small notes, 


but you cannot enforce such a law against public 
opinion, 


THE CONGRESSION 








| says that we cannot dispense with these small 

notes. He gets his per diem in specie; the em- 
ployees of the Government are all paid in specie, 
, and I do not know why he or they should receive 
bank notes, or notes of a smaller amount than five 
dollars, in exchange for specie. 

Mr. McMULLIN. The gentleman must sup- 
pose that I do not receive money from any other 
source than the District of Columbia. it is at 
home, in my district, that I am obliged to take 
, small notes. 


where the gentleman gets his money; and it is 
none of my business where he receives it. It is 
none of his business where | receive mine, so he 


|| occupies the same position that I do in that respect. 


I am speaking of the experience as to the working 
of the law in Pennsylvania, and the beneficial 
| effect the abolition of the small-noté currency and 
the introduction of specie have had there. Fur- 
ther than that, it protects the laboring classes from 
| immense loss, that they would otherwise sustain, 
if the circulation of small notes was allowed. 
Look at the experience of the District of Colum- 
bia in this matter, in the so-called institutions 


the name which has become somewhat notorious— 
that of R. W. Latham. I mean notorious from 
his associations with an institution which has re- 
cently exploded. Itis to remedy the evil resulting 
from institutions of this character, that the chair- 
man of the Committee for the District of Colum- 
bia has introduced this bill. Iam opposed, { may 


of this Congress to establish any banking institu- 
tions, or countenance, by any act, the establish- 
ment of such institutions here; but the question of 





pated in this debate, that we should rid ourselves 


be a reason wr we should begin a reform now || 
e 


to be accomplished at some future time. 
slip of paper:] ‘* Ask the gentleman from Virginia 
what the Democratic sentiment of his State is 


down to a question of principle,’’ [laughter,] 
which I am not prepared to discuss, [laughter,] for 
the reason that, perhaps, the time which would 
be employed upon this subject might be more valu- 
ably employed than in the discussion of a subject 
which everybody understands. 


tleman from Virginia [Mr. McMutu] as saying of a nuisance in the shape of banking acts, may 
| 


the institution, with the notes of which the notes 


the district represented by my friend from Virginia, 
(Mr. McMuttw.] I know nothing about the char- 
acter of that institution, but the mere fact of its 
location has been a to me. 

Mr. McMULLIN, (interrupting.) If the gen- 
tleman will allow me, I will respond to his in- 
quiries. I answer the gentleman’s first interroga- 
tory with great pleasure. It is true that, in Vir- 

inia, as in all other Democratic States in the 

nion, the Democratic doctrine has been to recog- 
nize no currency below the denomination of five 
dollars. I am with the gentleman upon that ques- 
tion; but I expressly stated that I doubted very 
much the propriety of adopting this law at this 
particular time. 

I desire, too, to respond to the last interroga- 


Alleghany bank is located in the district I have the 
honor to represent; and [ ask the gentleman if he, 





Mr. FLORENCE. It seems to me that it is 
tlmost unnecessary to say a word upon this ques- 
tion, or to reply to the remarks of the gentleman 
from Virginia, {Mr. McMuuum,] for it is one 

at appeals so directly to the common sense of 
every man in this House, as to require no argu- 
ment in its favor. In Pennsylvania, where we 

a circulation of small notes precisely the same 
as referred to by the gentleman from the Richmond 
district, [Mr. ASKIE,] the specie circulation has 
taken the place of small notes, and the people are 
Cutirely satisfied with the change. Ido not know 
of a locality in the whole State of Pennsylvania 
that is not entirely satisfied with the abolition of 


the small-note circulation. 


The gentleman from Virginia [Mr. McMu.uy] 





or any of his constituents, or any other gentleman 
upon this floor, or their constituents, have ever 
aeons a dollar upon that bank but what has 
n paid? 
Mr. FLORENCE. Certainly not. 
Mr. McMULLIN. Then, wh 
gentleman lug in that bank here? 


tory of the gentleman. It is true that the Trans- 
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=: ee 
said of it was incidentally drawn out by its con- 
nection with the institution of Selden, Withers & 
Co. lam glad to hear the gentleman vindicate 
the character of that institution. My only desire 





| is to protect the working classes of this District, if I 


| can, against the losses which they sustain by these 
| shin-plaster shops of this District, as well as all 


others into whose hands these smal] notes fall. It 


can best be done by this bill, and that is the rea- 


son Why | have occupied so much of the time of 


'| this committee upon this question. 
Mr. FLORENCE. Very well. I have no idea 


Mr. SIMMONS. I propose to substitute an 
amendment in the place of the one submitted by 
the committee, and which, I think, will obviate 
the objection of my colleague from New York, 
{[Mr. Haven,] and at the same time will accom- 
plish precisely what the committee meant to ac- 
complish by their amendment. Instead of the 
language of the committee, which is, ‘‘or of the 


/amount of five dollars and upwards, payable or 


redeemable in bank or other notes, or any other 
thing except gold or silver,’’ | move to insert 


| these words in lieu thereof, ‘or of any other 
/ amount, if such other amount is payable or re- 


which made up and circulated this small-note cur- | 
rency. I would call the attention of the committee | 
to this fact, that you find signed to this very peti- || 
tion presented by the gentleman from Virginia, || 


deemable in anything but gold or silver.”’ 

Mr. HAMILTON. I accept the amendment. 

Mr. LETCHER. Is an amendment to the 
amendment now in order? 

The CHAIRMAN. An amendment to an 
amendment is already pending. 

Mr. LETCHER. The amendment which I 


| desire to propose would come in ata part of the 


say here, to legislation upon the subject of banks || 
in the District of Columbia atall. I deny the right | 


section before that to which the amendment of the 
gentleman from New York applies. 
TheCHAIRMAN. Then the Chair will enter- 
tain it now. 
Mr. LETCHER. I propose’to insert in the 
eighth line, after the word ‘* dollars,”’ the words 
‘* however redeemable,”’ the effect of which would 


_ be to prohibit the issuing of notes of a less amount 
| than five dollars however redeemable. 
expediency made by gentlemen who have partici- | 


I desire to say a word or two upon this subject, 
particularly as my two colleagues from Virginia 


|| have got interested in this discussion. I am op- 


i} 


Somebody hands me this note, [holding up a | 


| 
| 
i} 
| 
i} 


| 


1} 
| to my mind that my friend would be in favor of 
small notes, and advocate it — this floor or any 


| 


Further than that, it is said that the locality of 


of Selden, Withers & Co., were redeemed, is in | 





| 


| sR. W. Latham,” and I imagine the House has 





| 
| 
| 


| 
| 


posed to shin-plasters 
A Voice. Blister-plasters. 
Mr. LETCHER. Yes, shin-plasters, blister- 
plasters, and almost every species of plasters, but 





\| especially these shin-plasters. I have been some- 
upon the subject, and that will bring the question || 


what surprised to hear of the experience of my 
friend from the southwest district of Virginia 
{[Mr. McMut iy] upon this subject. I know the 
times are sadly out of joint, but it never occurred 


where else, and, least of all, did | expect that he 
would come in here with this public memorial by 
the way of sustaining his position. Now, sir, 
here is a memorial which bears date ‘‘ Washing- 
ton, January 9, 1853.’’ The thing has kept re- 
markably well, to be sure, while the banker who 
drew it up, has gone the way of all things perish- 
able. This memorial is headed with the name of 


some distinct recollection—and my friend over the 
way (Mr. McMuttn] may also have some dis- 
tinct recollection—of an institution under the title 
of ** The Exchange Bank.’’ That institution 
commenced with the issue of small notes, and the 


|| issue was kept up by others, and the State of Vir- 


ginia was driven to the necessity of passing a law 


‘| expelling such notes from its borders. 


i 


ir. McMULLIN, (interrupting.) I beg the 


| gentleman to remember that this very bill, against 


|| which that remonstrance was got up, was prepared 
| at the last session of Congress, and that the re- 


my colleague to remember, too, that I have not 


should the || 


tell that gen- i] 


monstrance was handed to me with the request 
that I should present it to the House. AndI beg 


changed my views in reference to the impropriety 

of the issuing of a small-note circulation. I trust, 

therefore, my colleague will not repeatit. I stated, 

however, that I doubted the propriety of the pas- 
e of this bill at this particular time. 

r. LETCHER. If this memorial, which 


tleman, and this House, that whenever they pre- || was gotten up a year ago, were attempted to be 
sent a note of that bank at its counter, and it is || gotten up now, does the gentleman think it prob- 
not paid, you will see repudiated the bonds of the || able that it would get the same signatures as 
Commonwealth of Virginia, and that as long as || those which mark its face at this moment? I 


will be good 


the Commonwealth of Virginia is good, that bank | 
| 


Mr. FLORENCE. I would say to the geatle- | res 
man that | intended no reflection, by my remarks, || a dead bank, or would have been willing, when 
upon the character of that institution; but what 1 '' that institution has failed under his nose, and 


should like to know if this memorial were to becir- 
culated to-day, whether those who did sign it would 
now follow in the wake of a dead president and 
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when men are losing by the bills of that institu- 
tion—gotten up and sustained for a season by 
small notes—would come up and indorse an insti- 
tution which had produced injury to the public? 

Mr. McMULLIN, (interrupting.) Does my 
colleague mean to say that I indorsed the institu- 
tion ? 

Mr. LETCHER. I did not mean to say that; 
but I meant to say that those who signed this 
paper in 1853, in all probability, would not have 
presented any such remonstrance in 1854, when 
that bank had failed, and that they would not now | 
sign it. 

Mr. McMULLIN. I was charged with this | 
remonatrance, and requested to present it to the | 
House. Is it not the duty of every member upon 
thie floor, whenever a remonstrance or a petition | 
is placed in his hands, to present it upon this | 

-floor? No man knows better than my colleague | 
does, what are the duties of a member here. If 1 | 
have done more than that, I am responsible, not 
to my colleague, but to my constituents. I am 
not involved in the misfortunes of that institutién, 
nor am I to preach a funeral discourse of any of | 
the gentlemen who have been connected with it. 

Mr. LETCHER. Why does not my colleague 
look at the date of this thing, and see when it was 
gotten up? Suppose, under his construction, 
they had come here with a memorial got up five 
or six years ago, when these small notes were 
started, would he have felt that it was his duty to 
have presented it under these circumstances, with- 
out ascertaining what was the present sentiment | 
ef the District in regard to the same subject? 
Now, sir, the fact that they have sent no remon- 
strance in here against the suppression of small 
notes dated within this year, affords pregnant | 
anv to this committee that the people of this | 

istrict have borne as long as they can bear, and | 
that they are not now willing to come forward and | 
indorse institutions, or sustain principles, that | 
they might have approved a year or more ago. 

Mr. Chairman, | hold that all of these things 
ought to be put down; that they operate as a 
cheat, asa fraud upon that portion of the com- 
munity who aré least able to bear it; that portion | 
of the community who have the least knowledge 
of the availability, or of the value of bank paper. 





j 
| 
| 
| 





| misconstruction I have adopted the amendment of 








And in eur legislation here, so far as we legis- 
late for this District, we ought to take particular | 
care, where we can do so, to protect this class of | 
the community who are, in a great measure, un- 

protected under this banking system. I want it | 
so that there can be no notes of a less denomina- | 
tion than five dollars issued here. 
“us a protection to my own State as well as to 
this District. 1 know how these shin-plasters were 
put into circulation here a few years ago; how 
they got currency in the States of Virginia, Indi- | 
ana, and everywhere else. They were sent out | 


to agents located in the various towns of Virginia, || 


and a commission paid to those agents to put them | 
into circulation among the people of the country. 
And when ** The Bank of the Union”’ exploded 
here, when various other of these institutions went 
down, the farmers and the mechanics throughout 


the country had the paper, but the agents who put | 


them into circulation had relieved their hands of | 
them, and were not, to any extent, the sufferers. 
We had to meet this thing in my county; and we 
did meet it fairly and squarely. A law passed 
by the Legislature of Virginia has been enforced, 
and is enforced to this very day. 

Mr. HAMILTON. r. Chairman, I do not 
believe that there is any desire in this body to 
avoid meeting the question presented to it. The | 
mind of members and the voice of the people of 
the eeet are against the issue of these small 
notes, and I do not see the necessity for any elab- 
orate indication of the movement for their sup- 
pression. It is my hope that we shall now pro- 
ceed to the perfecting of the details of the bill, and | 
then, if it meet with the approbation ef a majorit 
of the committee, to report it to the House, wit 
the recommendation that it do pass. But three 
days have been set a for the consideration of 
business relating to this District. There aremany 
important bills which have not yet come before 
us; and I appeal to the gentleman from Virginia 
to let ue to vote on theamendments. The 
people of his State are correct in their principles, 
as a general thing, and if anything is wrong, | 
have no doubt it will be rectified. ithout at all 
impugning the judgment of my honorable friend 





And I want it || 


| 


| that proposed by the gentleman from New York, 
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from Virginia, (Mr. MeMvu u1,] I will say, that | 
I think they will remedy their own matter in their || 
own proper way. 
Mr. GOODE. They have already applied the || 
remedy. | 
Mr. HAMILTON. With a view to avoid all 





the gentleman from New York. I have done so, || 
not because | thought the amendment was neces- || 
sary, but for the satisfaction of members who | 
were of a different opinion. 

The CHAIRMAN. The amendment immedi- || 
ately under consideration is that which has been || 
proposed by the gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. 
Lercuer. 

Mr. HAMILTON. I understand that the 
amendment of the gentleman from Virginia is 
pro forma. 

Mr. LETCHER. No, sir; there is no pro 
forma about it. : 

The CHAIRMAN. The amendment of the | 
gentleman from Virginia may accomplish what the 
gentleman from Maryland desires. 

Mr. HAMILTON. I did not hear it read. 
Perhaps it may. 

Mr. LETCHER. I wish to modify my amend- || 
ment so that, if it be adopted, the section will read | 
as follows: 

‘That if any person or persons, body-politic or corporate, 
within the District of Columbia, shall make, emit, issue, 
utter, sign, draw, or indorse any bank note, promissory note, 
bill, check, draft, or any instrament of writing, for the pay- | 
ment or delivery of money, or other valuable thing, or of || 
anything purporting to be a valuable thing, or of anything in || 
the form or similitude of paper money, of a less amount than || 
five dollars, however redeemable, or of the amount of five | 
dollars and upwards, payable or redeemable in bank or || 
other notes, or any other thing except gold or silver, to be || 
used as @ paper currency, Or asa circulating medium, either | 
as money, or in licu of money, or any other currency,” &c. || 

I want to cover everything in the shape or simil- 
itude of paper money. 

Mr. HAMILTON. The words “ instruments 
of writing ’’ are already in the bill. 

Mr. LETCHER. But there are also instru 
ments of printing. . 

Mr. HAMILTON. I have no objection to the 
gentleman’s amendment. 

The question was then taken; and Mr. Lercn- 
ER’s amendment was adopted; there being, ona 
division, ayes seventy-two, noes not counted. 

The CHAIRMAN. The question now recurs 
on the amendment of the gentleman from New 
York, [Mr. Haven. 

Mr. HAMILTON. [ accept the gentleman’s 
amendment as a modification. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman cannot 
accept the amendment, for the amendment to 
which it is proposed is one made by the Commit- | 
tee for the District of Columbia. 

I think that the 











Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
object the House has in view will best be obtained 
by rejecting both the amendments proposed by 
the Committee for the District of Columbia, and || 





{Mr. Haven,] and then to strike out of the eighth 
line the words, *‘ of a less amount than five dol- 
lars.”?’ The clause will then read: 


“That if any person or persons, body-politic or corpo- 
rate, within the District of Columbia, shall make, emit, 
issue, utter, sign, draw, or indorse any bank note, promis- 
sory note, or any instrument of writing, for the payment or 





delivery of money, or other valuable thing, or anything pur- 
porting to be a valuable thing, to be used as a paper currency, 
or as a circulating medium, cither as money, or in lieu of 


|} money, Or any other currency,” &c. 


Now, sir, what were the provisions of that sec- 
tion as it came from the Senate? It was to pre- 
vent and suppress the issuance and the puttin 
into circulation in this District, of all notes an 

aper intended to pass as such, below the denom- 
ination of five dollars. The Committee for the 
District of Columbia propose to prevent the issu- 
ance in this city of all notes above that denomina- 
tion which shall be payable in anything other 
than gold and silver. 

Now, if you will reject the two amendments I 
have indicated, and then strike out in the eighth 
line of the first section the words “of a less 
amount than five dollars,” you will then prevent 
and su the issuance of all paper of every 
denomination intended to be circulated as mo 
within this District. That, sir,is the object whi 
I, for one, wish to attain. In doing that, we are 
not altering the laws of the District. We are not 
ey ae, tae corporation or anybody in the Dis- 
trict from the exercise of any right which they now 
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| it was intended, I understan 


| be manufacture 
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have. There is not now, and has not 


several years, any corporate authorit 
vidual eee in ~~ Prete to 
culating medium inten to asmo P 
denomination whatever, payable either a be 
silver, or anything else, in any amount 
Sir, it is within my recollection, that 
banks within the District of Columbia in 
by Congress. Preceding the expirati 
charters they came here and asked to have tj, 
renewed. Congress refused to renew them - 
required them to wind up their business withins 
given period, and, at the same time, giving th : 
power to make collections and to wind y an 
concerns. But, instead of carrying out the rn 


they transferred 
trustees for the 


y;0 as 
9 OF ANy ind: 
iewue acy 


Whatever 
there Wer 
COrporated 
On of their 


their assets into the hands of 


| benefit of the stockholders, and those trustees 
_ without any corporate authority whatever, hay, 


one on and issued notes, and put them in ¢j 
ation in the District. ; 5 — 

Mr. Chairman, if this statement is correct the 
conduct of these men has been wrong. Th 
should not be permitted to issue notes of a Jess 
denomination than five dollars, nor of a greaies 
denomination, in violation of law. Sir, if you 
will reject these pending amendments, and strike 


out the words 1 have indicated in the first section, 


‘| you will effect the object which I think should b. 
|| attained, that is, to prevent and to suppress the 


issuance and circulation of notes of every denon. 
ination, within the limits of the District. 

That is the first section. Thesecond, as it cam 
from the Senate, provides for suppressing the circy. 
lation of all paper currency of a a denomination 
than five dollars. This, the Committee for ths 
District of Columbia propose to amend, by insert. 
ing the words ‘‘ or of the denomination or amount 
of five dollars or upwards, payable or redeemable 
in bank or other notes, or anything except gol 


| and silver.’’ 


Now, Mr. Chairman, I have seen a great deal 
of paper currency which was issued in this cit 
some years ago, of less denominations than five 
dollars, of ey kind and description that could 

. I believe one bank issued notes 
for a dollar and a half, payable in Virginia money 
when five dollars or more were presented at one 
time; but I have no recollection of ever seeing 
notes of the denomination of five dollars or more, 
made payable or redeemable in the notes of other 
banks. Then, if the amendment the committee 
propose should not be adopted, the effect of the 
section will simply be to suppress and prevent the 
circulation of all notes whatever of a less denom- 
ination than fivedollars. But you will say nothing 
against the circulation of notes over five dollars 
that are issued in the States. The bill will then 
prevent the issuance of any paper currency what- 
ever in the District, and this object 1 desire to 
effect. But if it is thought by Congress that 

aper money should be issued within the District, 
et them organize such establishments as, in their 
opinion, are needed to promote the public interest. 

It is now thought by some that, should the bil 
pass as amended by the Committee for the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, prohibiting the issuance of all 
notes, however payable, of a less denomination 
than five dollars, and prohibiting the circulation 
of all above five dollars, payablein anything other 
than gold and silver, by implication, concerns in 
the city will be authorized to issue paper of & 
greater denomination than five dollars, if made 

ayable in gold and silver when it is presented. 
ew, sir, if this is to be the legitimate construc- 
tion of the section, much as I desire the passage 
of a measure to suppress this kind of circulating 
medium, I cannot vote for it. If it is to authorize 
the issuance of a paper currency of any description 
whatever in the District, I cannot sustain it. |, 
for one, will vote for nothing of that character, 
either here or elsewhere. 1 will not give my %P- 
port to any such action, either by the Federal or 
a State government. I believe the framers of our 
Government, its fathers, its founders, believed, * 
the time of the establishment of the Constitution, 
that they had provided a hard money currency for 
the Government, in which gold and silver com 
should be the standard of value and the circulating 
medium. And I believe that every charter for the 
issuance of bank notes, whether by Congress for 
this District, or the nation at large, or by 1 
Legislature, is in violation not only of the fun . 
mental provisions upon which the Governmen 
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1854. 
established, but in violation of the written |/ dollar for her. -I thought, of course, she wanted 
wes ions of the Constitution of the United States. || me to give her small silver for it, but I found that 
provision MMING. Mr. Chairman, I believe || she had a dollar bill on one of the banks of New 

I . “il the humbugs in this country the great- York city which, although perfectly good, she 
es most palpable one is this immense talk || was not allowed to pass in Pennsylvania, and 
es 


bout the issuance of notes—of paper money. || I gave hera gold dollar for it, to save her from 
at 


gir, the very foundation of that extensive com- || distress, as she had only this small sum. This, | 


ce which has brought the world to what it now || sir, is the capital of the country, and when I come 
eal has so much tended to civilize and chris- | here with’ a good one dollar bill, issued in my 

a mankind, was the adoption of bills of ex- || State, am I to be told that I shall not expend it? 
eanend mean paper representatives of money. || Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I will say to the 
On if the Government of the United States || gentleman, that if the bill is amended as I have 
should undertake to say that, in this District, || suggested, it will only suppress the circulation of 
thing should be circulated but gold and silver, || notes issued in this District, but it will not sup- 
Seed be setting an example which, if followed || press the circulation of bills of the denomination 
throughout the whole country, would speedily || of five dollars and upwards, issued in other por- 
a tions of the countr 


yast commercial enterprises to com- | : 
reduce our he f the country. Nacbeiaadieatic: 
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lative ee and their rights. I wiil most 
cordially unite with the gentleman from Tennes- 
see in appropriate legislation to remedy whatever 
evil may exist. But this bill was originated in no 
other idea than to correct the one evil; and | hope, 
therefore, that the committee will go on and vote 
upon the bill as it stands, one way or the other. 
Mr. SKELTON. I should not, Mr. Chair. 
man, have made any remarks on this bill, if the 
motion of the gentleman from Tennessee had not 
been made. That motion meets my approbation 
to the fullest extent, and at the same time it makes 
the provisions of this bill appeal to the interests 
of the people throughout the United States. For 


| that reason I cannot forbear making a few re- 


pi, WALSH. I should like. to ask my col- || culation in this District of New York one dollar || 
learue one question. I understood him to sey || bills? 
‘ast now that the most formidable instrumentalit Mr. JONES. It would. 


ever employed in the christianization of the world, | 
had been bills of exchange, and, I supposes shin- | 

5 ‘Ss. } 
or. CUMMING. I said one of the most | 

owerful agencies in the civilization of the world 
bad been the use of paper credits. — || the States of five dollars and upwards. 

Mr. WALSH. Then I should like to ask my || Mr. CUMMING. My opinion is, that that 
colleague how many the twelve Apostles used? | would be a great inconvenience to the whole trav- 
{Laughter.] ; ead | eling community, and to all of us, and I shall 

Mr. FLORENCE. Oh! they had “neither | oppose any euch legislation. 
scrip nor purse.”? (Renewed laughter.] 

Mr. CUMMING. Ido not wish to be inter- | 
rupted by Buch questions. Thisisnojoke. Lam || [Mr. Jones. 
in earnest. I say, sir, that there is not in the || enter into a controversy upon the constitutional 
United States metallic money enough, probably, || principle involved in this bill, or subject. This 
to purchase the city of New York alone; and the | bill, Mr. Chairman, was got up with the idea of 
idea of establishing precious metals as a universal || suppressing small-note currency in the District of 
currency is, therefore, absurd. It has been esti- | Columbia. That is the object of this bill. It was 
mated, | believe, that the gold and silvercurrency | got up with no other object. The committee 
of the United States is not above the absolute issue 
of paper money in the city of New York. Now, 
sir, how would any railroad or canal ever have 
been constructed in this country, if you had been 
obliged to bring silver and gold to pay for the labor | 
and the many appliances necessary in these works, | 
besides the foreign cost of the iron used, especially | 
on railroads, and which we have scarcely begun | 

et to manufacture for ourselves? It would have | 
boa an impossibility. You cannot carry on the 
commonest transactions of life without some sys- | 
tem of credit, and there must be some positive 
representative of the credit, or trust, allowed be- 
tween man and man. You must give and take | 
thie trust; and to represent it, you must use bills 
of exchange, promissory notes, drafts, and, above 
all, bank notes; or, as they ought to be, and are, 
thank God, in most cases In the State from which | 
| come, specie ynder another name. Sir, if I 
think proper to enter into a transaction with my 
neighbor, and he thinks it to his advantage to | 
dispose of something to me on credit, am I to be 
compelled to refuse his offer, and he to forego the | 
advantage he anticipated, by reason of the fact | 
that lean give him no available acknowledgment | 
of the debt I owe him? 

Sir, if Congress thinks proper to pass this law, 
every dollar of paper money in this District will | 
bevalueless to the poor man. Two dollar notes, | 
tnd three dollar notes will be excluded; but ten | 
and fifty dollar bills will be allowed to circulate. | 
In the State of New York the notes of a majority 
of our banks are secured by depositing, with the 
Comptroller of the State, either stocks of the State | 
of New York or of the United States, to about | 
the amount of the notes issued, and there is a | 
margin left for a decline in those stocks. Every 
Dole is signed by the Comptroller, and is just as | isto be passed at all, it will be passed as it stands. 
good after it has received his signature, as it is | It was, as I have said, to meet the exigency of 
fier it has been signed by the president of the that particular evil of small-note currency that the 
mak If Congress chooses to adopt a similar | bill was passefl by the Senate. And, too, there 
on for this District, requiring the bills of every | are gentlemen of the highest respectability in this 
‘nomination issued by either individusl or cor- || city who are peculiarly interested in this matter, 
Poration, to be secured by any specific stocks they | and we should not take action on it without con- 
may think proper to name, they will then leave || sideration and examination. The object of the 
fon for the operations of commerce here, and || bill reported by the Committee for the District of 

credit and the use of paper money. There can || Columbia was, as I have said, to suppress the 
ho necessity for confining business operations pestiferous circulation of small notes, not to in- 
to a gold and silver currency. terfere with the issue of bills of a larger denom- 

a metimes facts, although very homely, pro- || ination than five dollars. If it be the desire of the 
"y More effect than a'great deal of eloquence | House to suppress the issue of all notes in this 


opposed to. 
r. JONES. [It would prohibit the circulation 
of all notes below five dollars, but would not affect 


word in repl 













currency. We knew it well; and it was to cor- 
rect that particular evil that we approved this bill. 
If this committee now undertake to enter into a 
discussion of all the ramifications of the issue of 
paper money; if they undertake to examine into 
the power of the Government with reference to 
the legislation of Congress for this District; or, if 
they are disposed to legislate upon a matter as to 
which the Committee for the District of Columbia 
has not reported any measure, and which we 
know nothing about, where, I ask, is all this to 
end? This bill was framed with the design of 
suppressing the circulation of small notes; it was 
gotten up for that purpose; its only object was to 
correct that evil. We desired that a bill of this 
character should pass to meet that exigency; but 
nothing more than that. 


merits and the necessity of this bill, to place any 


tainly does go to that extent in furtherance of his 
ideas and views. 





Maryland if he does not think that the bill, as I 


pressing the small-note currency more effectually 
than it would as it now is? 


Mr. HAMILTON. It would not suppress 


the effect of suppressing the circulation of all other 
bills. 


committee. I doubt whether the bill, if amended as 
proposed by the gentleman from Tennessee, would 


of Pooument. I was on through the State | District, let us at some future day consider the 
vant girl cama the other day, when a poor ser- || question, after those who are interested in it have 


came and asked me if I would change a |! had notification. Letus, then, determine our legis- 


Mr. CUMMING. Well, that is what I am | 


the circulation, in this District, of notes issued in || 


recognized the evils that flow from this small-note | 


obstacle in the way of its passage; because it cer- | 


Mr. JONES. Let me ask the gentleman from | 


'| propose it shall be, would have the effect of sup- | 


the Senate; and, therefore, I desire that, if it | man indulged in personalities towards members 


| of this House, the Chair cannot decide him to be 
| out of order. 


marks on the subject, as I believe that the propo- 
sition which has been made is one which is calcu- 
lated not only to protect the people of the District 
of Columbia from imposition, but is calculated 
also to protect the people of the United States from 
imposition. We all know the vast amount of this 
paper money issued by the banks of Washington 
that has been circulated throughout the Union. 
The people of the States have been losers to a 
much larger amount by the failure of Washington 
banks, than have the people of the District of Co- 
lumbia; and therefore the evil of permitting indi- 


| viduals to circulate notes, under the pretense of 


having bank charters in this District, and alloying 
them to give the impression to the community 


| abroad, that they have a corporate charter from 
r. HAMILTON. Just allow me to say one | the Congress of the United 


to the gentleman from Tennessee, | 
I do not desire, at this moment, to | 


tates, is one which 
is calculated to impose upon the people of the 


| States, and to defraud them out of their property. 
| And, sir, as the bill now stands, without the 
/amendment of the gentleman from Tennessee— 


| which I hope will be adopted—the evil of allow- 
| ing individuals to circulate notes without the 
privilege of the Congress of the United States 


creating a currency, will not be put an end to. 
Here we have (as the gentleman from Maryland 
remarks) associated individuals of high respecta- 
bility—doing what? Manufacturing a currency 
of the United States directly in the teeth, and over- 
riding the oo of Congress and of the Consti- 
tution of the United States, issuing a currency of 


| the District of Columbia for a circulating medium 





| 








: | order. 
more effectually the circulation of bills under the | 


denomination of five dollars, though it would have | 


| my friend from Maryland speaks of. 


| throughout the United States, in opposition to the 
|| laws of Congress, and in opposition to the Con- 


stitution itself. I hope that Congrees will con- 
sider this matter, and will proclaim to the people 
of the District of Columbia who these associated 


| gentlemen are who pretend to be men of the high- 
| est respectability. 


know nothing about their 
respectability. We have had recently a firm of 
the highest respectability—a firm which had 


| means appropriated to them to pay members of 
And I am sure that the | 
gentleman from Tennessee is too sensible of the | 


Congress only two years ago—failing the other 
day for I do not know how many millions of 
dollars. That was one of the respectable firms 
which, a few days ago, had a banking institution 


|| in this District in violation of the laws of Con- 


gress, and in violation of the Constitution, which 
has plundered of millions of dollars not only the 
rs of the District of Columbia, but the people 
of the States. I hope this species of wrong will 
be put a stop to. 

Mr. CUMMING. I rise to a question of 
I appeal to the Chair to know if it is in 
order for the gentleman from New Jersey to rise 
here and abuse absent citizens of this District in 


‘| such a manner as that. 
I acknowledge that it would have the latter | 


effect; but that is not the question now before the || moment engaged in a matter of business with the 


The CHAIRMAN. The Chair was at the 


Clerk, and did not catch the expression of the gen- 
tleman from New Jersey. But, unless the gentle- 


Mr, SKELTON. 1 did not indulge in any per- 
sonalities, nor do I intend to do so, for the firm I 
alluded to may have the high respectability which 
le asks 
how can we at once prohibit the circulation of 
this kind of currency here without giving notice 
to these respectable gentlemen that they must stop 
the issue of their notes? Are we bound to give 
men notice who are issuing bank bills illegally, 
that they must stop such issue? If counterfeiters 
go to work producing spurious money, and we 
wish to punish or put a stop to counterfeiting, are 
we bound to notify them before passing a law to 
restrain them? o, sir. This transaction of 
issuing bills here is illegal. The persons engaged 
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in it know themselves that they are violating the | 


acts of Congress and the Constitution of the | 


United States, and we are not required to notify 


men who are transacting illegal business in viola- | 


tion of the laws of the country. As an honor- 
able member near me suggests, those gentlemen, 
when they were going to close their concern, did 
not give us notice of their intention to do so; and 


of Congress, who had funds deposited with them, 


got no notice that their doors were about to be || 
closed against them, and hence, men throughout | 


the Union have been defrauded of their rights. 
Mr. CUMMING. 


against, or to complain of, losses any more than 
other people? Who among us has not been sub- 
jected to them ? 

Mr. SKELTON. 
all around. 

Mr. CUMMING. 
gentlemanly, and much more honorable to tell 
these men to their faces all this, than to spout it 
out among the members of Congress on this floor, 
where those who are abused have no opportunity 
of vindicating themselves. 

Mr. SKELTON. Without entering into a 
discussion of this question—because I did not 
intend to speak upon it when I rose—I will now, 
wifile | have the floor, make a few brief remarks 
in. explanation of my views of the banking sys- 
tem. 
the attention of members of Congress to the evils 
resulting from the banking institutions throughout 
our country. We have at the present time a bank 
panic. Our currency is being contracted very 
rapidly, and banking institutions which have 
heretofore afforded facilities to the commercial 


I ask the gentleman | 
whether members of Congress are to be protected | 


It is a rascally transaction | 


I think it would be more | 


It is avery appropriate time now to call | 


community have suspended those facilities, com- | 
pelling those under obligations to them to pay | 


their indebtedness. 
on the part of the banks of the various States, 


has been to throw out of employment a great || 


number of mechanics and laboring men. Hun- 
dreds of thousands of these men are now walking 


the streets of our cities and villages without find- | 


The result of this movement || 


| | 


} 
| 








| 
' 





ing work by which to support themselves, their | 


wives and children. 
employment without an 
and how has this been Soare about? Mainly 
by the fluctuating condition of our currency. 

If there is any one thing more important than 


another to the prosperity of the country, itis the | 


They are thrown out of | 
means of subsistence; | 


establishment of a currency which shall be perma- || 


nent, and one which shall not fluctuate and change 
every day of the year. 
nent currency, save that of gold and silver. Bank 
paper, in the very nature of things, and from the 
necessity of the case, must be a fluctuating one— 
must periodically overshadow the country with 

loom and despondency—must 
i ze the hand of industry, and depress, 
over the Union. 
amount of currency, real estate rises in price, and 


becomes depreciated, and merchants then, with 
store-houses full of goods, are obliged to pay 
debts contracted under the expansion of the cur- 
rency. When the currency is depreciated one 
half, the result is, that the debtor, under these cir- 
cumstances, is compelled to 
the amount in which he is indebted to his cred- 
itor. Goods and real estate, which brought a 
large amount a few months before, cannot be sold 
in the market for half their former price. Thou- 
sands of individuals are ruined periodically by the 
fluctuations in the amount of circulating medium 
called currency. It is a great curse to the whole 
country. 

I hail the proposition now made by the chair- 
man of the District Committee, to suppress the 
circulation of small notes in the District of Co- 
lumbia, with pleasure, because it marks a new era 
in the history of legislation here, and proclaims the 
establishment of what should be the true currency 
of our country—a currency that shall prevent the 
great mischief that periodically overshadows the 


commercial affairs of the country. Pointing out | 
the evil, it provides a remedy therefor, and I hope | 


We can have no perma- | 


i ree double | 


by the 
of the United States may reflect and ponder upon 
this subject in time to avert it, and to prevent an 
accumulation of the mischief. I agree with my 
friend from Tennessee, [Mr. Jones,] that no other 
currency but gold and silver should be the legal 


/currency. The Constitution of the United States 
|| never contemplated that the States should issue a 
as another friend remarks, some of the members 


currency, but it positively forbids them from 
issuing bills of credit. If they do it, they violate 
the rights of the citizens of the various States, and 
every few years rob them of millions of money. 
I hope that the amendment of my friend from 
Tennessee [Mr. Jones] will prevail. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana. I move that the com- 
mittee rise, with a view of enabling me to offer a 


|| resolution to close debate upon this bill. 


Mr. WALSH demanded tellers; which were 
not ordered. 

The question was taken; and the motion was 
agreed to. 

So the committee rose; and the Speaker having 
resumed the chair, the Chairman reported that 


the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
| Union had had under consideration the state of 


the Union generally, and particularly the special 
order relating to the business of the District of 
Columbia, and had directed him to report 7 
bills, some with amendment, some without amend- 
ment, and also that they had had under consider- 
ation Senate bill No. 16 ‘to suppress the circu- 
lation of small notes as a currency in the District 
of Columbia,” and that they had come to no res- 
olution thereon. 

Mr. DAVIS. 1 move that the debate on 
Senate bill No. 16 cease in five minutes after the 
same shall be resumed in Committee of the Whole. 

The question was taken; and the motion was 
agreed to. 

Mr. DAVIS. I now moveto suspend the rules, 
and that the House resolve itself into the Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky. I move that 
the House do now adjourn. 

The question was taken, and there were—ayes 
twenty-six, noes not counted. 

So the House refused to adjourn. 

The question was then taken on Mr. Davis’s 
motion, and it was decided in the affirmative. 

The House accordingly resolved itself into the 
Committee ofthe Whole on the state of the Union, 
(Mr. Puecpes in the chair,) and resumed the con- 
sideration of Senate bill No. 16, ‘* to suppress the 


circulation of small notes asa currency in the Dis- | 


\| trict of Columbia.’’ 





| 
| 


| 
| 





Mr. BAYLY, of Virginia. I give notice that, 
on Tuesday, the 16th day of January next, 1 
shall move to go into the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union for the‘purpose of taking 


'| up House bill No. 117, being ‘‘a bill to provide 
cage 8 y para- | 

not only | 
the value of labor, but the value of real estate, all | 
One year the banks issue a vast | 


for the asceriainment and satisfaction of claims of 
American citizens for spoliations committed by the 
French prior to the 3lst day of July, 1801.”’ 

The CHAIRMAN. The question now before 


|| the committee is upon the adoption of the amend- 
men are tempted to indulge in speculations and | 
involve themselves deeply in debt; but when the |, 
day of reckoning comes, and this bank circulation | 
must be redeemed, the price of real estate then | 


ment submitted by the gentleman from New York, 
{[Mr. Cummina,] to the amendment offered by the 
Committee for the District of Columbia. 

Mr. TAYLOR, of Ohio. I did notintend tosay 
a word in reference to this bill, but from the re- 
marks which have been dropped in this debate, I 
am induced to make a few remarks. It seems to 
me that if anything can show the necessity of a 

roper banking institution in the District of Co- 
umbia, and the duty of Congress to provide such 
a system, the discussion of to-day would show it. 
I am not of the opinion of the gentleman from 
Tennessee, [Mr. Jones,] who holds that we have 
no right, under the Constitution of the United 
States, to establish banking institutions either for 
the General Government, or for the States, by the 
States. Every State in this Union has acted upon 
an opposite opinion. By the neglect of Congress 
to provide a proper banking system for the District 
of Columbia, you have driven the people of the 
District—whose sole legislators you are—to the 
necessity of establishing some kind of a banking 
institution for themselves. 

My friend from Tennessee has done this com- 
mittee the favor to refer this committee to an act 
of Congressauthorizing the banks of the District 
to wind up their business; but he makes the alle- 
gation—I have no doubt in good faith, sustained 


that Congress will take a step in the right direction || as he is by the gentleman from New Jersey—that 
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the present banks in this District, 
Washington, and the Bank of the M 
instance, are without authority of | 
lated to do these institutions injury. 
banks without authdrity of law, it is ti 
members of this committee should Jo 
subject, and give them a banking sy 
an act of Congress, such as the citizens of all 
States enjoy. I have watched the poesia 2 
this thing for several years, and have made : 
efforts to give them a banking institution 
distinguished member of the Senate from P 
State of New York, the Hon. Hamitroy Fis 
in August, 1852, introduced into the Senate a bill” 
a copy of which I have in my hand—for the p, 
— of establishing a banking system for the 
istrict. It was presented after mature delibers. 

tion, and consultation with others, the object of 
which was to give to the District of Columbiy 
banking system of as good a character, and : 
secure in its foundations, as that established in 
the great State of New York, and which is found 
to work well there. That system is based y 
United States stocks, and other specified stocksat 
par, and all the notes issued by the banks ar 
issued under the signature of State authority, ang 
they are never permitted to go unredeemed. : 

hat is the kind of banking system which th. 
Congress of the United States are bound, in my 
opinion, to give to the people of this District, ang 
it is the fault of Congress that shin-plasters are 
issued here, and scattered all over the United 
States. I am opposed to private banking priyj. 
leges, but I am in favor of a properly regulated 
banking system, established by law, under the 
Constitution, authorizing the issue of notes always 
redeemable, and secured in the mode which the 
States of this Union have thought best to secure 
them, and found convenient to secure them, 
Why not, sir? Why compel the people of this 
District—sixty thousand of them—of whom you 
are sole legislators, to take the notes of the banks 
of Ohio, Maryland, Virginia, and other States as 
a circulating medium? They do circulate freely 
enone them. Why do you compel respectable 
men here, who are willing to give security for 
issuing notes, to take the notes of adjoining States, 
which are chartered, if you please, by the State 
Legislature ? 

paws the hammer fell.} 

he question recurring upon the amendment 
offered by Mr. Simmons, to the amendment re 
pa by the Committee for the District of Co- 
umbia, it was put, and agreed to. 

The question recurring upon the amendment a 
amended, 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Would it be in 
order, before putting that motion, to move to strike 
out from the eighth line the words “ of less amount 
than five dollars,” or would it be in order, after 
the amendment is adopted, to move to strike ou! 
those words, with the amendment included? 

— CHAIRMAN. Either mode may be pur 
sued. 

The question was then taken upon the amend- 
ment, as amended, and it was agreed to. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I now move to 
strike out all after the words ‘‘ valuable thing” in 
the eighth line, down to the eleventh line. The 
words are, “‘ of a Jess amount than five dollars, or 
any other amount, if such amount is payable or 

eemable in anything but gold or silver.” The 
bill will then read: 

* That if any person or persons, body-politic or corp 
rate, within the District of Columbia, shall make, emt 
issue, utter, sign, draw, or indorse any bank note, promi* 
sory note, or any instrument of writing, for the payment * 
delivery of money, or other valuable thing, or of anythiog 
purporting to be a valuable thing, to be used as & paper 
currency, or as a circulating medium, either as money, 
in lieu of money, or of any other currency,”’ &c- 

It will then prohibit the issuing of any specie? 
of circulati per medium for this District. 

Mr. MI N. Mr. Chairman, desirous that 
this bill should pass in the form in which 1t — 
from the Senate, I very much apprehend we sh 
lose the object sought to be obtained altogether 
by attempting to accomplish more than the . 
was originally intended to embrace. This sv A 
ject came before the Thirty-Second Congress," 

remember I warned my friends, who were wrsi"5 
the of a similar bill, by attempting 
eel, that they would defeat their object 0 
gether. And so it proved, for the provisions “4 
the bill became so complicated that when It W 
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tion which the importance of the 
that COM anded. Sir, I ake i that we had 
on eealae ourselves to the object of the bill, 
ee eal originally from the Senate, which was 
a srevesit the circulation of small notes as a cur- 
rency in this District. cae 
| entirely agree in the views of my friend from 
Tennessee, a8 to the propriety of suppressing the 
ylation of all notes issued by unchartered 
ad But the object cannot be effected in this 
o ‘When the gentleman comes to reflect upon 
the subject, 1 think he will find that it will be 
necessary to introduce @ separate bill to suppress 
the circulation of unchartered banks. Such a law 
now exists in the State of Virginia, the provisions 
¢ which, exceedingly complicated and minute as 
oer are, cannot be embraced in the few words 
roposed to be added by the gentleman from Ten- 
a al At present there are no banks in this Dis- 
ret. The persons who call themselves banks, 
are but individuals, who have the rights of indi- 
yiduals to issue their own notes, promising to pay 
money, or promising to pay anything else, above 
the denomination of five dollars. , 
| think it will be well when this matter is 
brought before the House to disagree to the 
amendments which have been adopted by the 
committee, and confine the bill to its original ob- 
iect, the suppression of small notes. We do not 
know how many different kinds of instruments 
may be embraced by the language of the amend- 
ment italicized here. There may be bonds forthe 
delivery of State stock, which may be assignable 
from one hand to another. There may be bonds, 
orcovenants, forthe delivery of merchandise. All 
these things, although not aimed at by the commit- 
tee, or the body, may, nevertheless, be embraced | 
by the language of a gg eer in this bill as it is 
proposed to beamended. I am not willing, in this 
form, to suppress the circulation of notes above 
the denomination of five dollars which may be 
levally issued by corporations of sovereign 


the auntie it was found impossible to give it 
} 





States. 
Mr. JONES. I think the gentleman is mis- 


taken. 

Mr. MILLSON. The gentleman will find that 
the bill, if amended as proposed, will suppress the 
circulation of all notes or bills, even though they | 
may be issued legally and under the authority of 
some State, if uttered within the District of Co- 
lumbia. 

The question was put on Mr. Jones’s amend- 
ment; and, on a division, there were—ayes forty- 
five— 

Mr. SEYMOUR. I demand tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. PARKER, and 
Davis of Indiana, were appointed. | 

The question was again pats and, on a division, | 
the tellers reported—ayes thirty-nine—— 

; The CHAIRMAN. Isa further division called 
or? 

No further count was demanded. 

: be CHAIRMAN. The amendment is re- 
jected. 
_Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I should 
like to have afurther count. The tellers have not 
reported those voting in the negative. 

TheCHAIRMAN. The Chairasked whether 
«further count was demanded, and it was not; a 
quorum being present, and thirty-nine not being 
one half of a quorum, he declared the amendment 
rejected. 

Mr. PECKHAM. I move that the committee 

0 now rise. We should have some time to con- 
sider the very important amendments which have 
been proposed. 

The question was put; and, on a division, there 
Wwere—ayes 47, noes 54. 

Mr. HAMILTON, I demand tellers. 

‘eliers were ordered; and Messrs. Davis of 
odiana, and Hucues were appointed. 

he question was again put; and the tellers 
Teported—ayes 48, noes 61. 

TheCHAIRMAN. Thereisno quorum voting, 
and the clerk will call the roll. 

The clerk then proceeded to call the roll; having 
noted the absentees, the committee rose, and the 


Speaker having resumed the chair, the Chairman | mittee on Claims. lo oie 


reported that the Committee of the Whole on the 
sate of the Union, had had the state of the Union 
generally under consideration, and particularly the 
special order relating to business of the District of 








Columbia, and finding itself without a quorum, 
had directed the roll to be called, and the names of 





they may be noted upon the Journal. The fol- 


Messrs. James C. Allen, Ashe, David J. Bailey, Thomas | 
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the absentees to be reported to the House, that |) Lands, 


H. Bayly, Ball, Banks, Barksdale, Barry, Belcher, Bell, | 


| lowing isa list of the absentees: 


Benson, Benton, Bissell, Bliss, Breckinridge, Campbell, 
Caruthers, Chastain, Chrisman, Churchwell, Clark, Cling- 
| man, Colquitt, Cook, Cox, Cumming, Curtis, Cutting, Dent, 
De Witt, Dickinson, Disney, Dowdell, Drum, Dunbam, 
| Eastman, Eddy, Edgerton, Edmundson, John M. Elliott, 
Ellison, English, Etheridge, Farley, Faulkner, Fenton, 


| Flagler, Gamble, Giddings, Green, Grey, Sampson W. || 


Harris, Wiley P. Harris, Harrison, Henn, [ibbard, Hiester, 
Hill, Hillyer, Ingersoll, Roland Jones, Keitt, Kidweli* 
| Kurtz, Lamb, Lane, Latham, Lilly, Lindley, Lyon, Me- 
| Dougall, McMullin, McQueen, Mace, Matteson, Maurice, 
| Meacham, John G. Miller, Nichols, Noble, Olds, Orr, Phil- 
| lips, Powell, Preston, Puryear, Ready, Reese, Richardson, 


Sollers, Richard H. Stanton, Alexander H. Stephens, Hes- 


John J. Taylor, Tweed, Vail, Walbridge, Walker, Warren, 
John Wentworth, Westbrook, Wheeler, Witte, Hendrick 
| B. Wright, and Zollicoffer. 


have answered to their names; no quorum. 

Mr. PECK. I move that the House do now 
| adjourn. 
Mr. HAMILTON. What becomes of the 
| business reported from the committee ? 


The SPEAKER. It is still the special order, 


| and may be taken up and disposed of to-morrow, | 


| before the House resolves itself into the Commit- 
| tee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 
The question was taken on Mr. Pecx’s motion; 
and it was agreed to. 


Thereupon the House adjourned (at twenty | 


| minutes past three o’clock) until to-morrow at 
| twelve o’clock. 


IN SENATE. 
Wenpnespay, December 20, 1854. 
Prayer by Rev. Wituiam H. Micsvrn. 


The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. | 
The Hon. Witt1am Waicut, of New Jersey, | 


appeared in his seat to-day. 
PETITIONS, ETC. 


Cass] has given notice of his intention to call up 


rial be received and laid on the table. 
The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. ADAMS presented the petition of the | 
register of the land office and the receiver of public | 
moneys at Grenada, Mississippi, praying to be | 
allowed the same per centum on the sales of the | 
public lands as was allowed previous to the act of | extended or not. 
August 4, 1854; which was ordered to lie on the 








table. 





Committee on Public Lands. 


mittee on Revolutionary Claims. 


Samuel A. Smith, William Smith, William R. Smith, | 


Mr. JAMES presented the petition of Eliza J. 
Rogers and Sarah Ann D’Wolf, only surviving 
children and heirs-at-law of Rev. William Rogers, 
brigade chaplain of the Revolution, praying to be 
allowed bounty land; which was referred to the 


| 
} 


Thomas Ritchey, Rowe, Sabin, Sage, Seward, Shannon, || 


tor L. Stevens, Stratton, Andrew Stuart, David Stuart, | 


The SPEAKER. One hundred and seventeen | 


Mr. ADAMS. I present the memorial of the | 
Mississippi Baptist State Convention, praying | 
that measures may be taken to secure religious | 
liberty to American citizens residing or traveling | 
abroad. As the Senator from Michigan [Mr. | 


| the subject at an early day, | move that the memo- | 


Mr. SEBASTIAN presented the petition of the 


REPORT FROM A STANDING COMMITTEE. 
| Mr. STUART. The Committee on Public 


to whom were referred sundry memorials 








| of registers of land offices and receivers of public 
} 


moneys throughout the United States, praying to 
be allowed the same per centum on the sales of 
the public lands as was allowed previous to the 
| act of August 4, 1854, have directed me to report 
them back, and ask that they lie on the table, as 
a bill has been reported and passed by the Senate 
| on that subject. 
| The motion was agreed to. 


FISHERIES OF THE UNITED STATES. 

Mr. SUMNER submitted the following resolu- 
tion; which was considered by unanimous consent, 
and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be directed 
to consider if any further legislation be necessary, in order 
to promote the interests of the fisheries of the United States, 
especially by amending the system of licenses; also, by 
altering the terms of the bounty to veesels engaged in “ the 
bank and cod fisheries ;’’ and also by extending this bounty 
to vessels engaged in the mackerel fisheries. 


SCHOOLCRAFT’S REPORT. 


|| Mr. SEBASTIAN submitted the following 
resolution; which was considered by unanimous 
consent, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Interior be requested 
to communicate to the Senate a copy of the special report 
of Henry R. Schoolcraft, of November 18, 1854, made 1) the 
Secretary of the Interior on the staie of Indian statistics. 


SLAVERY IN THE TERRITORIES. 

Mr. SUMNER. I beg leave to present the 
menforial of the New Eng!and Baptist I’ree Mis- 
sion Society, authenticated by their secretary, 
in which they ask Congress to repeal the act 
known as the Nebraska-Kansas act, and also the 
fugitive slave bill, which they believe to be a vio- 
lation of the rights of man and of the Constitution 
of our country. As the Senator from Ohio [Mr. 
Cnase] proposes at an early day to call up his 
bill which is now on the Calendar, for the pro- 
hibition of slavery in the Territories, I move that 
this memorial do lie upon the table. 

The motion was agreed to. 


CALIFORNIA LAND COMMISSION, 

Mr. STUART. The Committee on Public 
Lands have instructed meto report back, without 
amendment, the bill which was referred to thera 
**to continue in force for a limited period the act 
‘to ascertain and settle the private land claims in 
the State of California.’ ”’ 

Mr. WELLER. If there be no objection, I 
|| ask that that bill may now be taken up for the con- 
| sideration of the Senate. This commission is to 





| expire on the 4th of March next, and there is 
|| among our printed documents a statement made 
by the land commissioners, which shows that i: 
will be utterly impossible for them to pass upon 
the cases now before them within that period. It 
is also important that the question should be de- 
cided at once whether this commission is to be 
I therefore ask that the bill may 
now be considered by the Senate. 
| *There being no objection, the Senate, as in 
| Committee of the Whole, proceeded to consider 
the bill. 
| Its object is to extend and continue in full force 
| until the 3d of March, 1856, the board of com- 
missioners heretofore appointed under the act of 
| March 3, 1851, in order to enable them to close up 








Mr. EVANS presented the petition of the | their business. 
children and heirs-at-law of John Gates, praying || 
to be allowed the bounty land to which their || reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered 
father was entitled for services during the war of 
the Revolution; which was referred to the Com- 


No amendment being proposed, the bill was 


|| to be engrossed for a third reading, read a third 
| time, and passed. 

RIGHTS OF CITIZENSHIP. 
| Mr. BAYARD. lI ask the Senate to take up 





register of the land office and of the receiver of | tiouse bill “to secure the rights of citizenship to 


a moneys at Helena, ALSIP DIATE to || children of citizens of the United States born out 
e allowed the same per centum on the sales of <ot- the lienitn thevest,” ‘The bill come te. the 
the public lands as_was allowed previous to the Senate at the last session, and an amendment was 
Co of August 4, eee was referred to the |) reported to it by the Committee on the Judiciary. 
mmittee on Public Lands. ai | I move that the Senate now take up the bill for 
Mr. STUART presented the petition of Jenseh | the purpose of disposing of it. 
Loranger, praying remuneration for property de- || The motion was agreed to; and the Senate, as 
stroyed by the meer during the last war with || in Committee of the Whole, proceeded to consider 
Great Britain; wh was referred to the Com- | the bill. 





s Pp to provide that persons heretofore 
Mr. DOUGLAS presented the petition of James | born, or hereafter to be born, ou: of the limits or 
|| W. Sheahan, praying compensation for certain | jurisdiction of the United States, whose fathers 


| reporting for a committee of the Senate; which | were, or shall be, at the time of their birth, citi- 
|| was referred to the Committee on Claims. zens of the United States, shall be"@eemed and 
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eonsidered to be citizens of the United States, with 


a proviso that the rights of citizenship shall never 
descend to persons whose fathers never resided in | 
the United States. As it came from the House of 


Representatives, the bill contained a second sec- 


tion, to the effect that any woman heretofore 


married, or who hereafter shall be married, to a 
citizen of the United States, should be deemed and 
taken to be a citizen. The Committee on the 
Judiciary had reported an amendment to strike 
Out this section. 

Mr. BAYARD. Mr. President, I am instructed 
by the Committee on the Judiciary to move, asa 


substitute for the amendment originally recom- |, 


mended by them, to insert in the second section, 
after the word ** woman,”’ the words ‘* who might 


be lawfully naturalized under existing laws.” | 


The amendment contemplated originally by the 
committee was to abandon the second section, 
which provides for the naturalization of alien 
women by intermarriage with citizens. 
committee have revised their opinion on that sub- 


ject, and now propose, as a substitute for this | 
amendment, the ‘one which I have stated. The | 
effect then will be to adopt the bill as it comes | 


from the House, only placing on it the restriction 
that, by marriage, the wife cannot be naturalized 
unless she could be naturalized by the ordinary 
process of law, under other circumstances. That 
guard is considered necessary and proper. I am 
instructed by the committee to withdraw their 
original amendment, and present the one which I 
have now offered. 

Leave being granted to withdraw the orfginal 
amendment, the one now proposed by Mr. Bay- 
akp was adopted. 


The bill was reported to the Senate asamended, | 


the amendment was concurred in, and ordered to 
be engrossed, and the bill to be read a third time. 
The bill, as amended, was read a third time, and 
passed. 

EMIGRANT SHIPS. 


Mr. FISH. I ask the Senate to take up the 
bill for the better protection of life and health on 
board passenger ships. My object in asking to 
take it up is to move its recommittal to the select 
committee which reported it. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. FISH. I now move that it be recommit- 
ted to the select committee. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The special committee which reported the bill 
last session consists of Messrs. Fisu, Saievps, 
Sumner, Hamuin, and Bensamin. 


JAMES BUTLER. 


On motion by Mr. JONES, of Iowa, the Sen- 
ate, as in Committee of the Whole, proceeded to 
consider House bill for the relief of James Butler. 

It proposes to place his name on the roll of in- 
valid pensioners at eight dollars a month from 
January 1, 1854. 

No amendment being proposed, the bill was 
reported to the Senate, and ordered to a third 
reading. It was read a third time, and passed. 


INVALID PENSION BILL. 


On motion by Mr. HUNTER, the Senate, as 
in Committee of the Whole, resumed the consid- 
eration of House bill making appropriations for 
the payment of invatid and other pensions of the 
United States for the year ending June 30, 1856. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I move to amend the bill 
by adding the amendment which I proposed, but 
subsequently withdrew, yesterday: 

So. 3. And beit further enacted, That the widows of 
the officers, non-commissioned officers, marines, or mari- 
ners, who served in the Navy of the United States during 
the revolutionary war, and who were married since the first 
day of January, 1800, shal! be entitled to pensions in the 
same manner, and to the same extent, as the widows of 
officers and soldiers of the army of the Revolution, under 
the second section of the act of February 3, 1853; and the 
pensions granted by this aci, and those under said second 
section of the act of February 3, 1853, shall commence on 
the 4th of March, 1848. 

Mr. HUNTER. In regard to that amendment 
I] have this to say, that it is adding to a general 
— bill what I think ought to be a sub- 
ject of ind legislation. if it were in the 
form of an independent bill, coming from the Com- 
mittee on Pensions, I should probably have noth- 
ing to say upon it; because it proposes only to 
put on the same footing the widows of naval and 
military officers of the revolutionary war. As to 
the justice of the measure, | have nothing to say; 
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but at the same time it is very important that we |) le, who are fast dropping int — 
| should ‘keep these appropriation tills clear of all |, Shoda come here with hee lawns, ona ge 
subjects of independent legislation, if it is possible | objection to relieving them should be, lsat 
to doit. For that reason it is, 80 faras 1 am con- || not be done without putting a provision fo = 
cerned, that | am not willing to consent, and can- i relief upon a general appropriation bii| I think 
| not consent, to the addition of such legislation to || answer to that objection would be clear. Ian - 
| this bill. 1 believe there are not many instances question of that kind should be presented ~ 
in which such legislation can be found; but if the y 


'| other member of the Senate, I would vote ;, 
| precedent could be found, it ought not to be fol- 1 without hesitation; and it would be no anewer 
_ lowed. 


I admit that, as an independent measure, || say that it does not belong to that ordinar 
| it proposes to do for widows of navalofficers what | of business which is connected with general 
_has been done for widows of army officers; but | priation bills. I can see no reason for Obie 
| this is not the place for that kind of legislation. | to an extraordinary case of that kind for rm 
Mr. FESSENDEN. Mr. President, it is very || reason. tha 
| evident that the honorable Senator from Virginia || Mr. STUART. It seems to me there i; 
| objects to this amendment merely as a matter cf additional reason why this amendmentshoulj 
form. I agree with him as to the propriety of | be placed upon this bill. Some conversation ». 
|| keeping as many of these amendments fromappro- | curred here yesterday between Senators, by wha 
| priation bills as possible; but there are some pecu- | it was elicited that there is pending a bili Which 
|| liar cases in which, [ think, the rule ought to be | has been reported from the Committee = Pes. 
broken over, and this is one of them. It pro-| sions, upon a.similar subject. Now, sir, that bil 
|| poses to make a provision, which the Senator ad- | can be taken up at any time, and the amend 
mits to be just and proper, for a certain class of || suggested by the Senator from Maine would 
widows. Ie says he is willing to vote for the || very appropriate to it, and I doubt not, if it meg 
provision in an independent bill. So would any || the approbation of the Senate, that it coyli oe 
member of this Senate; but if we defer it until || passed in fifteen minutes at any time. Therefor 
another bill can be acted upon, and then wait until || the rule referred to by the chairman of the Com. 
|| that bill is passed in the other House, we shall || mittee on Finance may be preserved in aii iy 
| probably wait toa time when many of the per- || purity, and with perfect peseeistyy ont still the 
sons proposed to be benefited will be beyond the || same justice be done which the Senator frog 
| reach of any aid to be derived from us. || Maine seeks to have done to these individuals 
'| The bill proposes only to do with regard to the || There is much force, as amy gentleman yi 
_ widows of the officers and men of the revolutionary || admit, in the suggestion made by the chairman of 
navy what has been done for the widows of the || the committee, as to adhering, so far as it is 
officers of the revolutionary army, and to do with || sible, to the rule of keeping such amendments of 
regard to both what we supposed was to have | general appropriation bills. There may be » 
been done by the act passed in 1853. It is not || times very urgent necessity for putting them on; 
necessary, | suppose, that | should explain the || but, under the circumstances that exist jn thy 
eculiar character of it. Each member of the || Senate at this time, there is no such necessity, for 
senate understands it from hearing it read this || the bill to which I have referred can be called up 
morning. It is a matter which I propose not only |, on the motion of the Senator from Maine, or of 
in accordance with my own opinions, but at the || any other member of the Senate, at any moment, 
'suggestion of my colleague, who prepared it. I | and disposed of, and his amendment can be offered 
leave it with each member of the Senate to Say || to it. 
| whether it is just, on account of a mere matter of | Mr. HUNTER. I will say to the Senator 
| form—because it is a matter of form after all—to || from Maine that I will go with him to take uw 
defer the measure to a time when probably those || the other bill, if he will not press his amendment 
proposed to be benefited would derive no benefit || upon this bill. 
from it. Mr. CHASE. The whole object of the ameni- 
I will say that, so far as my power goes, I am || ment proposed by the Senator from Maine isto 
willing to aid the honorable Senator from Vir- || place the widows of the officers, marines, and 
ginia in keeping out of the appropriation bills || sailors of the naval service of the Revolution, in 
| everything, generally, that is not of such a nature || precisely the same condition in which the widows 
|| as to require immediate action; but when an || of the officers and soldiers of the military service 
| instance of that kind does arise, | think it is our || are in regard to pensions. The object proposed 
| duty to look over a mere matter relating to the || is not condemned by any Senator. On the con- 
| propriety of the course of business, and with || trary, it meets with the approbation of all. 
reference to a case which calls for immediate || Whether we approve of the extent to which the 
| action, we ought to act promptly, in order that || pension system has been carried or not, is not now 
|| the action may be available. As therefore my || the question. The simple question is, shall equi 
honorable friend admits the justice and propriety || ity be established between the two arms of the 
| of the thing itself, and has only suggested—I pre- |! service? 
sume he deems it his duty to suggest it—not that Mr. FESSENDEN. I do not wish any men- 
'he has any further opposition to the measure || ber of the Senate to vote unsere ssnpprnea 
| itself on his part—I trust no member of the Senate || It goes alittle further, and places all those widows 
will allow himself to be influenced to vote against || on the same ground as thuse married previous 0 


| the amendment on account of a matter of form. " 
Mr. HUNTER. 1 will add that this is some- Mr. CHASE. Do I understand the Senator 
as saying that this bill discriminates between the 


| thing more than a mere matter of form. Itisa 

matter of justice in this: If we follow this course || widows ofthe soldiers and those of the men engaged 
the friends of other measures of legislation which || in the naval service ? 

| relate as much to other general appropriation Mr. FESSENDEN. Not at all; it puts them 

bills as this measure does to this bill will press || upon the same footing. It also makes additional 

| them, and ask the Senate to put them upon gen- || provision for those of the Army, and that also # 

extended to the Navy. 


eral appropriations, and how then tan we with | ; 
‘any justice refuse to do so? They will tell us Mr.CHASE. Precisely. It establishes equtl 
| that there is this precedent, and that having || ity between the two arms of the service, am 
| done it already in this case, they have as much || equality is equity. I can see no objection to 8 
title to have their measures attached to the general | now, unless the objection raised by the Senator 
appropriation bills as existed in this case. It is, || from Virginia is a valid one. Now, sir, what 8 
therefore, in some respects a matter of justice. If || our experience upon this subject? There's ™ 
you once vote to depart from the rule, there is no || instance of which I am aware, where a session 0 
telling where we shall be led, unless we make an || the Senate has passed. without the rule to which 
_ invidious discrimination, and allow to one class of | the Senator from Virginia alludes having been 
| claims, or one species of legislation, greater liber- fringed. It seems to have been made for the put 
_ ality than to another. In that respect it seems to | pose of infringement. Always there occur cased 
| me that it is a matter of justice. in which amendments of this character, and even 
Mr. FESSENDEN. | will simply observe, || private bills, are annexed to the general appr 
Mr. President, in reply, that this is not a ques- || ation bills upon a made by Senators 0 
tion of justice between members of the Senate as || Senate. This rule, therefore, which is not on* ; 
_ to what any individual Senator has a right to de- || our rules, but exists simply in general a, 
| mand. It isa question of justice as to other indi- || ary usage, is not roe regarded. _— 
| viduals, and if another question should come up || a case, it seems to me, in which it should not 
of a similar character, if a number of very aged 
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j this is my reason: If we pass upon this \ so that it can be read and understood, and a day, 
and iment at this time, and in this form, it will || or two or three days, be taken to examine it, Sen- 
re for it the consideration of the other House; || ators will then be able to say whether it ought to 
gece f upon itas an independent biil, and, in || be adopted or not. At present, | do not know 
ne course of legislation, the considera- | whether it should be or not; and, therefore, I 


the ordinary 
non © mittee. It may sleep there through || gested by the Senator from Virginia, of keeping 


om ? ee , 
e yi session. It may not be acted upon at |, such subjects off an appropriation bill whenever it | 
“7 a probably will not be acted upon at all; || can, with propriety, be done. I alluded to the | 
<b reas, if we act upon it in this shape, it will || existence of another bill, as constituting an ad- | 
aie ted upon in the same shape in the || ditional reason why we might with propriet 
anaialy ‘be eet san of the amtonduiant aesiask; || akeen te eniale, © : en 
ane ana aes ame - Mr. BROWN, I did not suppose that any- 
tor, FESSENDEN called for the yeasand nays body could raise an objection to the substance of 
ie amendment; and they were ordered. the amendment, and | was confirmed in that opin- 
Our BROWN. Before the vote is taken, I } ion after hearing several Senators speak, because || 
desire simply to say that, understanding there is | no one had raised an objection to it. Now, I sup- || 
le dment upon principle,— || pose there is no Senator here who has not exam- || 
.o objection to the amen — || c , 
escheat enue te same | Stas ef ae wis ceketienee Wak | 
be passed »-— : | oa . : > |) 
a an technical objection. It seems to me || this simply proposes,as | understand it, to extend || 
the only objection ia, Hans Atoms a at this time | the — ay > ag of those ane 
gine ne eee Meter EY rt ae Manel ane Ss eee ae 
tion—if we oug ; || 18, rious 
wn re it in the shortest, and quickest, and most || Army officers? Are those who served in the Navy 
venient mode? If we put it on as an amend- || of the United States as meritorious as those who || 
a Oe bill, there is a end of it. You pass || served inthe Army? If they are, it seems to me 
it, and the parties who have just and proper ontee the whole question is settled; and, having settled || 
vainst the Government willgettheirmoney. But, | it in favor of the Army class, it follows, as a 
- has been suggested by the Senator from Ohio, || necessary consequence, it strikes me, that there || 
if you pass it in the mode pointed out by the || can beno investigation required to settle it in favor || 
Senator from Virginia, “4 ” anes _ esr of a eee fami fi pad 
which is now on your Calendar, and which, If | r. t -_ 1 rise to a question of order. | 
passed by the Senate, must go to the other House || I have no disposition to throw technicalities in the | 
for its action, what will be the consequence? The |! way; but I understand that, if we adopt rules, the 
chances + oS one — it will aot, acted | re See ——- . Sorerers by 
upon, at least during this session of Congress; || them. I make the point of order that, to offer to 
and at another session it will have to come up as || an appropriation bill an amendment to create new 
anew proposition. Thus it will hang on, as other liabilities, and provide for their payment, is in con- 
meritorious Claims have done, from year to year, || flict with the rules of the Senate. 
while claimants justly entitled to money—no one |} The PRESIDENT. The Secretary will read 
disputing thet they are entitled to it—will be || the rule. 
postponed. These old widows cannot afford to The Secretary read, as follows} 
wait, They have already waited ar ete “No amendment, proposing additional appropriations, 
having waited on the Government or nearly fifty || shall be received to any general appropriation bill, unless it 
yeers, without receiving this payment for the || be made to carry out the provisions of some existing law, 
eries of their husbands, I do not. think. they |) ox some actor resolution, previous pared y the ate 
ought to be put off on these techpicalities. It may || seiect committee of the Senate, or in pursuance of an esti- 
be, as suggested by the Senator from Virginia, 
that it would be more ship-shape to put it some- || amendments shall be received whose object is to provide 
where else; but to what does that amount in regard . pre ee dnt ve cai the provisions 
to the substance of the matter? The substance Seti aw : 
‘ 


f the other Elouse is not secured. It may || repeat the propriety of adhering to the rule sug- | 




















mate from the Head of some of the Departments ; and no 


is, that we owe the money, and we ought to pay || The PRESIDENT. The Chair is under the 
it, I shall vote to put the amendment on this mipesencn that - amendment comes within the 
bill, b it will i 3 I is i * 

Mt E STUART. T did "nok ne to give any | Mr. HUNTER. In regard to the amendment 
opinion as to the propriety of the ener. for || itself, I will say, eee to the Senator from 
one of the best reasons in the world. have || Mississippi, and others, that this is a matter of 
- no opportunity of considering it, nae nee the || substance, and not merely of form. The impro- 
enate had such an opportunity. e great || priety of tacking—that is to say, of adding —meas- 
objection to this sort of lecialation is, that you do ures of genéral legislation to general appropria- 
- get me meeens of pe aves eee pee * a ee long Ske pees non by Solway 
ommittee, and a report upon the subject; s as been pronounced contrary to parlia 
itis notin the = of Rents a es keaniaaal usage and law by every respectable authority upon 
the question. cannot vote upon this amend- || the subject, and has afforded, over and over again, 
ment understandingly, and I doubt whether there || the subject of disputes between the different Houses 
are five Senators who can. I am not, therefore, || which constitute Legislatures. Why, sir, see to 
prepared to say that I would vote for or against || what it will lead. All are interested in general 
(tas an independent measure. The question has || appropriation bills. All will agree to make such 
not been examined by one of our committees. || appropriations, because they are provided for by 
We have no report upon it. The effect of itis ||law. But if the House of Representatives send 
before us. I regard the subject of pensions as || up such a measure as that, and we tack to it some- | 
one of the most delicate subjects that can be || thing to which they are averse, where does it place 
Ser ee natn, ome pan the peeere. ot — ? pa we rep peer * eed ape 

ment, under the system, shows that || men ey must either take that which relates 
we should consider very carefully when we are | only to matters of general, independent legislation, 
asked to adopt a provision of law in ven to inst their will, or lose the general eee 
pensions, to see what will be its effect. That || bill. For that reason, it has always been consid- 
the Senate, as a body, does not and cannot know || ered as sound and safe terme to confine appropri- 
in regard to this. ation bills to subjects which legitimately belong to 
_ This reason certainly ought to be sufficient in || them. The mischievous consequences of this | 
itself to prevent my voting in favor of the amend- || tacking have always been acknowledged by those | 
ment; and yet a vote against it ought not to be || who have had experience in parliamentary afif- | 
considered as condemning the substance of the || fairs. ‘ 
hee for [ do not understand ms Rey is I admit that pee as to P found: meee ast 

. and opportunity to understand it. [tdoes || experience to show that we have not adhered to 
hot, therefore, ollow, Z suggested by the Senator || this rule; but I think we have learned something 
lees mean that ast pe objection . ~ ws ses pene _ for one, I am . wee 

ve been made, for the reason to whic o adhere to the rule, if I can, more rigi an 

U have, a'luded. No Senator may have had an }' ever; and I believe that if we would set out with the 
a port to so far examine the subject as to || determination to permit nothing to be put upon the 
rag we . = jection; but we are now going to vote general appropriation bills except matters relating 
és upon it. If, however, it comes up as || to laws which have already been passed, and which 
amendment to a future bill, and it is printed, || legitimately belong to those bills, we could get 
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along much easier, and our legislation would be 
much saferand moreconservative. Forthatreason 
L have objected to the addition of this amend- 
ment. I think it is eminently a subject which 
ought to come from the proper committee—the 
Committee on Pensions. ir we once begin to act 
in this way, | do not see how wearetostop. The 
Senator from Mississippi [Mr. Brown] said, that 
we ought to put the amendment on the bill, 
because, if it is not added to it, the House will not 
act upon the measure. The same rule would 
apply to every subject of general legislation in 
which we feel an interest. There are thousands 
of as much importance as this—thousands which 
appeal as strongly to our sense of justice as this; 
and as good a reason will exist for tacking many 
other measures, of independent and separate legis- 
lation, to appropriation bills, as can be given in 
the present instance. I therefore repeat, that this 
is something more than a matter of form; and that 
the Senate owes it to the general dispatch of busi- 
ness, and to justice to the other House, not to 
attach this matter of new and independent legisla- 


|| on to a general appropriation bill. 


Mr. BROWN. In reply to the Senator from 
Virginia, I desire to say that this, as the Senator 
admits, and as everybody knows, is not the first 
instance where this thing has been done; and, 
though | might be willing to go with the Senator, 
I do not think this isa good point to commence 
upon. Let us commence somewhere else. The 
proposition is to give to a most meritorious class 
that to which they are justly entitled, and we ought 
not to commence the restriction with them. I 
think I could remind the honorable Senator of a 
case in which he was a warm and zealous advo- 
cate for incorporating into a general appropriation 
bill a measure which had nothing to do with it. 
A number of years ago a dispute arose about the 
public printing. The House would not allow 
compensation to be made to the public printer. 
This body—and I believe the Senator was in favor 
of it—inserted in the civil and diplomatic appropri- 
ation bill a provision for his relief, and it became 
a matter of contest between the two Houses. 
Three or four committees of conference were raised 
upon it, and I think my friend from Virginia was 
one of the last to give way. I did not think that 
was right, but the Senator did, and surely sucha 
case as that was not as meritorious as this. The 
public printer has not such a claim upon the grati- 
tude of his country as the widows of those who 
shed their blood in its service. 

Mr. HUNTER, That claim was founded upon 


|| law, or it purported to be founded upon law. ‘This 


is a proposition to enact a new law. That wer 
have been a mistake on the part of those who ad- 
vocated it. But they supposed that it was founded 
on law, and that was the ground on which they 
urged it. They did not, therefore, advocate the 
tacking on to an appropriation bill a genera! act of 
legislation which had not a connection with it. 
r. BROWN. At all events, precedents are 
notscarce. The thing has been done, and I trust 
the Senate will not make this an exception to the 
practice which has been observed for a long time. 
Mr. WELLER. [believe it has been the usual 
ractice of the chairman of the Committee on 
‘inance to resist every amendment which is 
nese to a bill that he may havereported. We 

ave had the same appeals exactly from the Sen- 
ator heretofore. He has made the same attempt 
to resist amendments. Now, sir, we have re- 
ported to us a bill to provide for the payment of 
certain pensions. Amongst other things, it pro- 
vides for the payment of pensions to the widows 
of the officers and soldiers of the revolutionary 
army. The Senator from Maine proposes to add 
a provision for the widows of those who served in 
the Navy; so that the widows of the officers and 
marines of the Navy of the United States shall be 
placed upon the same footing as the Army. It 
seems to me that, if there is any amendment which 
could be proposed to the bill which has been re- 
ported by the chairman of the Committee on 


|| Finance, it is the very amendment which has been 


offered by the Senator from Maine. The Senator 
from Virginia, aa well as other Senators who op- 
pose the amendment, concede it, as a matter of jus-~ 
tice, that the officers of the Navy should be placed 
upon the same footing as the officers of the ray 

here is, then, the simple question, are you will- 
ing to make provision for the payment of pensions? 
Are you willing to extend the provision of that 
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marines who served, during the revolutionary war, | 
in the Navy of the United States? There is the 
whole question. Does the Senator from Virginia 
want a voluminous report from the Committee on 
Pensions in order to enable him to comprehend the 
subject? Is there any Senator here so dull of 
comprehension that he cannot at once decide the | 
simple question whether justice demands that the | 


} 


widows of naval officers shall be placed upon an || 


equal footing with the widows of Army officers? | 


Sir, | should be unwilling to admit that such a || 


Senator is here. Here, then, is the simple ques- | 
tion, propounded by the amendment, whether we 


shall give the same meed of justice to the widows || 


of the officers of the Navy that we have already 
extended, by a provision of our laws, to the wid- 


the amendment is right; and I would vote for it | 
even if it were not technically in order under the 
rules of the body. Butin my judgment, under | 
the rules, in a pension bill making an appropria- | 
tion for the payment of pensions to the widows of 
the officers of the Army, it is perfectly competent 


to insert a provision to extend it to the widows of || 
|| Mr. DAWSON. It is said by my friend from 


naval officers, 
Mr. TOOMBS. I think the principle sought | 
to be established by this amendment is a very bad 
une. The Senate have repeatedly declared their 
unwillingness to put a new law upon an appro- 
priation bill. They have departed from that 
determination and that rule occasionally, but 
wherever they have done so, I believe the Sena- | 
tors who have advocated it have permitted their | 
feelings to override a good rule. Now, sir, this | 
whole system of pensions does require an investi- | 
gation. The gentlemen say the amendment is to 
put the widows of officers of the Navy upon the | 
same footing with those of the officers of the Army. | 
For one, lam opposed to extending the system, | 
because it was a vicious one in the beginning. i 
would not vote for it. I would vote against extend- | 
ing it. We did not pass any of these pension laws 
until 1818, when nineteen twentieths of the men 
of the Revolution had died, and when, through the 


mists of time, there was a great difficulty in telling | 


which side they did fight on. When we first | 
placed the widows on the pension list there was 
some semblance of justice, because it embraced | 
only those who were married to the soldiers before | 


the last term of service had expired. Subsequently |, 


we applied it to those who were married up to | 
1794—after the war. Then we carried it to 1800; | 
and now the pension is granted no matter when 
they were married, and it is declared that any 
woman who married a revolutionary soldier after 
the war, and who shared none of the difficulties 
and perils of the war, shall receive a pension. 
The men of the Revolution, who achieved the in- 
dependence of the country, scorned a pension. It 
was a profligate son who demanded it from the 
Government. For one, I am opposed to the whole 
system; and I should like to bring up these bills, 
extending the system, regularly before the country, | 
and not permit them to ride over the rules of the 
Senate under any idea that it is justice which is 
due to these people. 
Mr. CHASE. 


We are overriding no rule 
whatever, The amendment has been decided to 
be in order, It is as legitimately in order as any 
amendment which can be presented to the Senate 
for its consideration. There may be a parliament- 
ary usage, as suggested by the Senator from Vir- | 
ginia, which is infringed; but that usage is not the | 
usage of this body. Our whole experience, from | 
the commencement of every Senator’s service 
until this moment, shows that that is not the 
usage of the Senate. If it is parliamentary usage, 
it is not usage here. 

Now, sir, what does this bill provide? In the 
very last clause it provides for the payment of | 
pensions to widows and orphans of the officers and | 
soldiers of the Army, under the act of February 
3, 1853. What does the amendment provide for? | 





It simply extends the benefits of that principle, 
already established by previous legislation, to the 
widows of officers and persons engaged in the 
naval service. It extends a known, settled, rec- 
ognized, and established principle. We are not 
doing a new thing. We are simply saying that 
the widows of officers, marines, and sailors in the 
Navy, shall be placed upon a footing with the 
widows of the officers and soldiers of the Army, 
It takes’ one of the very identical provisions of 
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, . ™ ' aia, eames aaiaeniiie ie aed as 
pension system to the widows of the officers and |) this bill, and gives it simply this additional extent; 


|| Mr. DAWSON. 


1} 


in 1848 covers that; 1 cannot speak with certainty, 


| that is all. 
There is, however, an extension by the amend- 


|| ment in both these classes of cases, conformable 


to the idea originally entertained by those who 
| supported the provision in favor of the widows of 
| officers and soldiers in the Army. Their idea 
| was, that those pensions should commence from 
1848. The construction of the Government offi- 
cers, I believe, makes them commence from 1853. 
In both these cases the pensions are made to com- 
mence from 1848. That is the only change, and 
that simply carries out the purpose of the Senate 
and of Congress in passing the original provision. 
| Mr.DAWSON. My mind is not made up as 
to how I shall vote on this measure. This prop- 


: ‘ |, osition, | presume, is not new in this body. For 
ows of Army oflicers ? I am satisfied, in my mind, || 


some reason, the pension laws have not been ex- 
tended to the widows and orphans of sailors and 
_marines. I presume, if we were to look back to 
| the previous discussions upon the subject, we 
should ascertain the principles upon which our 
predecessors have uniformly rejected the proposi- 
| tion. 


Mr. FESSENDEN. 


It was an omission. 


| Maine, that it was a mere accidental omission. 


|| That may be so. 
|| Mr. FESSENDEN. The widows of the offi- 
'| cers of the Navy, sailors, and marines, were in- 


cluded, if 1 recollect aright, in the act of 1848, and 
| previous acts; but by mistake, | suppose, were 
| omitted from the act of 1853, which provided that 
| widows of officers and soldiers of the revolution- 
| ary army who married after 1800 should be enti- 
| tled to pensions. 


If that be true, the better 
| plan is, as there is no haste in the matter, and as 
| there is an objection made to it in consequence of 
its not being a proper matter for a general appro- 
| priation bill, to give us time to investigate it. I 
intended to do so after it was proposed and passed 
over yesterday; for it did seem strange to my 
|mind. Then i recollected the attempts which had 
been made before, and I thought there might be 
some just reason for it; hence I desire to investi- 
| gate the matter. I shall, therefore, vote against 
| the amendment, not pledging myself, however, 
| how I shall ultimately vote on the measure. 

The question being taken by yeas and nays, 
resulted—yeas 19, nays 18; as follows: 

YEAS— Messrs. Badger, Brainerd, Brown, Chase, Clay- 
| ton, Dodge of Wisconsin, Fessenden, Fish, Foot, Gil- 
lette, James, Jones of Iowa, Jones of Tennessee, Rock- 
well, Sumner, Thompson of Kentucky, Wade, Walker, 
and Weller—19. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Allen, Brodhead, Ciav, Daw- 
son, Dodge of Iowa, Evans, Geyer, Hunter, Johnson, 


Norris, Rusk, Sebastian, Slidell, Stuart, Toombs, Toucey, 
and Wright—138. 


So the amend.ient was agreed to. | 

Mr. STUART. I desire to ask the Senator 
from Maine whether, by the existing laws, the 
persons referred to in his amendment, who were 
married before 1800, drew pensions? 

Mr. FESSENDEN. By the act of 1848 they 
do. Iso understand it. 

Mr. STUART. My impression was other- 
wise. 


Mr. FESSENDEN. I believe the law passed 





however. It was the act of 1853 which gave the 

same pensions to those who were married after 

ee as were given to those married before that 
riod. 

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, 
the amendment was concurred in, and ordered to 
be engrossed, and the bill to be read a third time. 
It was read a third time, and passed. 

On motion by Mr. BADGER, the title was 
amended by adding *‘ and for other purposes.’’ 


BOARD OF CLAIMS. 


Mr. BRODHEAD. The select committee, to 
whom was referred the bill to establish a board 
for the examination and adjustment of private 
claims, have had the same under consideration, 
and have instructed me to report a substitute for 
the bill. The committee have modified the bill in 
several particulars, and | now entertain the hope 
that it will commend itself to the favorable consid- 
eration of the Senate. I ask for its printing, and 
give notice that I shall to-morrow call it up for 
consideration. 

The substitute was ordered to be printed. 


SIONAL GLOBE. 





December 20, 


B. F. H. WITHERELL. 


Mr. ees from the 
Claims, to whom was referred the , 
Ross Wilkins, and the petition of Brit 
Witherell, submitted a report, accompanied j, A, 
bill to extend the provisions of an act ens 
** An act to peovese somenianties for the sery; 
of George Morell, in adjusting titles to ” "ye 
Michigan;’’ which was read, and passed 
second reading. The report was ordered tok 
printed. 


Committee e 


LAW DEPARTMENT. 


On motion by Mr. ADAMS, the Sen : 
| Committee of the Whole, resumed the ial 
|| ation of the bill to establish a Department efLa 
to prescribe certain duties of the Auditors a 
| Comptrollers of the Treasury, and for other pur 
oses.”’ ; 

The bill was under consideration on Monds 
last, when it was amended in various particulary, 
As amended, it ake ete to constitute the exigi; 
office of Attorney General of the United States © 
department, to be denominated the Department of 

| Law, of which the ed General, for the time 
being, is to be the principal officer. He is to per. 
form all the duties now belonging to the office of 
Attorney General, and such as may be required 
of him by law. He is to cause to be repared 
| recorded, and transmitted or delivered, all appoia 
_ments and commissions in the judiciary of ihe 
United States, of governors and secretaries of 
the Territories thereof, and all special commis. 
sioners or other officers not under the direction of 
any other Department; but no such commission 
| is to be recorded until after it shall be attested 
| by the Attorney General. It is also made his 
duty to superintend and direct United States dig. 
trict attorneys in the transaction of their offcis| 
duties, and the Solicitor of the Treasury, and the 
business of that office, to which end the Solicitor, 
who is hereafter to be styled the Solicitor of the 
United States, and the clerks and messenger, 
together with all the books and papers of that 
office, are to be transferred to the Penietintl of 
Law, as a bureau of that Department. 

The supervisory power now exercised by the 
Secretary of the Interior over the accounts of the 
marshals, clerks, and other officers of the courts 
of the United States, is to be exercised by the 
Attorney General, who is to sign all requisitions 
for the advance or payment of money out of the 
Treasury, on estimates or accounts, subject to the 
same adjustment or control now exercised on 
similar estimates or accounts by the accounting 
and comptroiling officers of the Treasury. 

Provision is made that if the President of the 
United States should, in his discretion, require the 
Attorney General, or other person, to attend t 
the interest of the Government in any United 
States court out of the District of Columbia, or in 
any State court, the Attorney General, or other 
person so employed, shall be paid out of the jadi- 
cial fund, such allowance as the President may deem 
reasonable and just. In case of the death, absence 
from the seat of Government, or inability of the 
Attorney General, the President, if he think it 
necessary, may authorize any person to perform 
the duties of the office until a successor be #p- 
pointed, or until the absence or inability shall 
cease. 

Itis further provided that the commissions of 
all officers of the United States shall be made out, 
recorded, and when necessary, countersigned and 
sealed in the Department under the supervision of 
the heads of which those officers may respectively 
be required to act, or to which they belong. 

Another section proposes to distribute the audit- 
ing and adjusting of accounts among the account: 
ing officers in this manner, to wit: The First Audi- 
tor to audit and adjust all accounts, disbursemen's, 
claims, and expenditures that may arise or be u- 
settled in the Department of the Treasury; ‘ 
Second Auditor those of the Department of the 
Interior; the Third Auditor those of the War De- 
partment; the Fourth Auditor those of the ore 
ment of the Navy; the Fifth Auditor those of t 











State and Law Departments; and the Sixth Auditor 
those of the Post Office Department. All accounts 
audited by the First and Fifth Auditors are to 


revised and comptrolled by the First Comptroller; 

and all accounts audited by the Second, Third, Ned: 
Fourth Auditors, are to be revised and comptroiie® —* 
by the Second Comptroller. 
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“yr ADAMS. 
- eo the bill. It is in the sixth section, 
ne end of the clause: “ the Second Auditor 
. il yditand adjust all accounts, disbursements, 
shal c and expenditures of whatsoever nature or 
eae that may arise or be unsettled in the 
a emanet of the Interior,’’ to add the words 
Seat the General Land Office, which shall be 
itled as now provided by law. 
e The amendment was agreed to. 
Mr. ADAMS. { shall detain the Sénate but a 
few minutes in explaining the bill. The first 
rroposition in it is to convert the existing office of 


the Attorney General into a department of law. 


amendl 


That was recommended by General Jackson, in | 


his frst annual message, and again ata subsequent 
session. Afterwards, it was recommended by 
Mr. Polk. The present Executive is in favor of 
it, Itaccords with the views and opinions of all 
the members of the Committee on Retrenchment 
and Reform, among whom are two ex-members 
of different Cabinets. I ask that General Jack- 
son's messages may be read for the consideration 
of the Senate, and to call their attention to the im- 
stance of the subject. 

The Secretary read, as follows: 


























































Extract from President Jackson’s First Annual Message. 


«| would recommend, therefore, that the duties now 
assigned to the agent of the Treasury, so far as they relate 
to te superintendence and management of legal proceed- 
ings on the part of the United States, be transferred to the 


Anorney Genera! ; and that this officer be placed on the 
same footing in all respects as the heads of the other De- 
partinents, re ceiving like compensation, and having such 
subordinate officers provided for his Department as may be 
requisite for the discharge of these additional duties. The 
professional skill of the Attorney General, employed in 
directing the conduct of marshals and district attorneys, 
would hasten the collection of debts now in suit, and here- 
after save mach to the Government. It might be further 
extended to the superintendence of all criminal proceed- 
ings for offenses against the United States. In making this 
travsfer, great care should be taken, however, that the 
power necessary to the Treasury Department be not im- 
paired ; one of its greatest securities consisting in a control 
over all accounts, until they are audited or reported for 
suit.” 


Extract from President Jackson’s Second Annual Message. 


“The attention of Congress was called, on @ former 
eceasion, to the necessity of such a modification of the 
office of Attorney General of the United States as would 
render it more adequate to the wants of the public service. 
This resulted in the establishment of the office of Solicitor 
of the Treasury, and the earliest measures were taken to 
give effect to the provisions of the law which authorized 
the appointment of that officer, and defined his duties. But 
it is not believed that this provision, however useful in 
itself, is calculated to supersede the necessity of extending 
the duties and powers of the Attorney General’s office. 
On the contrary, [am convinced that the public interest 
would be greatly promoted by giving to that officer the gen- 
eral superintendence of the various law agents of the Gov- 
ernment, and of all law proceedings, whether civil or 
¢riminal, in which the United States may be interested, 
allowing to him at the same time such a compensation as 
would enable him to devote his undivided attention to the 
public business. I think such a provision is alike due to 
the public and to the officer. 

“Occasions of reference from the different Executive 
Departments to the Attorney General, are of frequent oc- 
currence ; and the prompt decision of the questions so 
relerred tends much to facilitate the dispatch of business 
in those Departments. The report of the Secretary of the 
Treasury, hereto appended, shows also a branch of the 
public service not specifically intrusted to any officer, 
pice might be advantageously committed to the Attorney 

eneral. 

“ But, independently of those considerations, this office is 
how one of daily duty. It was originally organized, and 
is compensation fixed, with a view to occasional service, 
leaving to the incumbent time for the exercise of his pro- 
‘on in private practice. ‘he state of things which war- 
ranted such an organization no longer exists. The frequent 
“alms upon the services of this officer would render his 
absence from the seat of Government, in professional at- 
tendance upon the courts, injurious to the public service ; 
tnd the interests of the Government could not fail to be 
promoted by charging him with the general superintendence 
of all its legal concerns. 

“Under a strong convicticn of the justice of these sug- 
gestions, | recommend it to Congress to make the necessary 
hrowslons for giving effect to them, and to place the Attor- 
ine waueral, in regard to compensation, on the same foot- 
Te a the Heads of the several Executive Departments. 
seasaaeen might also be intrusted a cognizance of the 
wane insolvency in public debtors, especially if the views 
npechene ee on this subject last.year. should meet the 
anentionS of Congress—to which I again solicit your 
i 4 ADAMS. The Sulicitor of the Treasury 
cane officer; his decisions are subject to the 
‘sion of the Attorney General, and his office 
Senet and properly belongs to the law de- 
. _— To the provision of the bill providing 
* transfer of that officer to this department, 


; ial ve heard noobjection inany quarter. Itis the 
' 


Sment, I believe, of every one familiar with 
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Solicitor should be transferred to the Department 
of the Attarney General. 


The subsequent portion of the bill is intended to || 


harmonize the business of the different Depart- 
ments. 
almost every, if not every, member of the present 
Cabinet, as well as all the members of different 
eae, Cabinets with whom I have conversed. 

found that there was great difficulty and con- 


} 


It is in accordance with the judgment of | 


flict in the Departments for the wantof some pro- | 


vision of law similar to what we have proposed 
in the last section of the bill as it now stands. 
For instance, the claims to be settled in the Inte- 
rior Department are audited by four different 


Auditors; which of course produces much confu- | 


sion. 
tration. 


his account is divided and sent to different Aud- 


|itors. Very great inconvenience and confusion 


Take the War Department as another illus- | 
If a quartermaster purchases a dozen | 
| articles of one description and a dozen of another, | 


necessarily arise from thiscourse. This bill sim- | 


plifies the auditing of accounts by giving to each 
of the Departments its own Auditor. The object 


the committee in accordance with the best lights 
we could obtain on the subject, and [ believe it 
meets the approbation of all experienced men who 
have investigated it. It is not my purpose to 
detain the Senate, and I shall notdoso. I presume 
there will be no serious objection to the bill. 

Mr. WELLER. Mr. President, 1 have exam- 
ined this bill for the first time this morning, and 
I am afraid that I shall not be able to vote under- 
standingly upon it at the present time. I regard 
it as a very important bill. It is one which pro- 
poses radical changes in one of the Departments 
of the Government. Now, we have a committee 
in this body composed exclusively of lawyers— 
the Committee on the Judiciary. 1 shall be com- 
pelled to move that this bill be committed to that 
committee, in order that they may have an oppor- 
tunity of fully examining it. If it be desirable 
to make the alterations proposed by my friend 
from Mississippi, I have no doubt, the public 


interests so demanding, the Senate will agree to | 


make the changes; but at all events I think the 


bill should undergo the supervision of the Com- | 


mittee on the Judiciary before being brought to a 
formal vote before the Senate. Hence | move to 
refer it to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. ADAMS. Mr. President, I should not 
have obtruded a bill upon the consideration of the 
Senate which I did not believe belonged legiti- 
mately and properly to the committee who re- 
porte 


it. By reference to the rule providing for | 


the appointment of the committee of which I have | 


the honor to be chairman, it will be seen that this 
bill came appropriately within the province of that 
committee. My colleague on the Committee on 
Retrenchment, one of the ablest lawyers of this 
body, and an ex-member of a former Cabinet— 
the distinguished Senator from North Carolina, 
[Mr. Bapcer]—aided me in maturing this bill. 
Another colleague of mine on that committee, the 
distinguished Senator from Connecticut, [Mr. 
Tovcey,] also an eminent lawyer, who was for- 
merly Attorney General in Mr. Polk’s Cabinet, 
perfected that portion of the bill relating to that De- 
partment; at least the committee agreed to all the 
suggestions which he made, and that part of the 
bill was perfected in accordance with his Ps epg a 

If my friend from California [Mr Wetter] 
would point out some objection which neither my 
friend from North Carolina, nor my friend from 
Connecticu’, nor myself, could answer, | could 
then see some propriety in referring the bill to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. As it is, I cannot. 
The rule under which the Committee on Retrench- 


ment was raised prescribes it to be their duty to | 


investigate the various Departments, and to report 
any amendment that, in the a of that 
cominittee, the laws governing those Departments 
may require. In accordance with that rule we have 

ted this bill; but if any serious objection to 
it be pointed out, I shall not persist in opposing its 
reference to the Committee on the Judiciary. I 
admit that it is the business of the Judiciary 
Committee to investigate all legal questions; but, 
sir, look at the provisions of the bill. The Soli- 


| 
| 
| 


= 


I desire to move one further | the duties of the different Departments with whom 
| I have conversed on the subject, that the office of || 


95 


ator knows that fact. The Attorney General has 
a supervising control over his decisions. Now, 





does it require the investigation of a lawyer to 


| Jackson. 


| consume the time of the Senate. 


ascertain that the Solicitor ought to be in the 
Department and under the supervision of the 
Attorney General? I have had read, for the con- 
sideration of the Senate, the opinions of Andrew 
I might adduce the opinions of Mr. 
Polk to the same effect; but it is unnecessary to 
I have never 
met with any one who did not agree to the pro- 
riety of the change to which I have adverted. It 


| 18 A matter in which I have no interest and feel 


none, except that I am confident that if the bill be 


| passed as it has been matured, it will promote 


harmony in the different Departments to an extent 
which no other bill has done for a great length of 
time. 

Mr. WELLER. I certainly did not intend, 
Mr. President, by the remark which I made, to 
reflect, in any shape or form, on the committee who 
reported this bill. 1 do not doubt that the mem- 
bers of that committee are very able lawyers. 


| Nor have | any amendments of my own to pro- 


| pose, for, as | have already said to the Senate, I 
is that each Department may be independent of || 


the others, so far as is consistent with the safety || 
| of the publie Treasury. The bill was matured by 


read the bill this morning for the first time. Per- 
haps, if I had read it carefully, I might be satisfied, 
with the Senator from Mississippi, that it is now 
in the best form in which it can be presented. 


| But, sir, I know the fact that there is a standing 


committee, regularly organized under the rules of 
the Senate, composed exclusively of lawyers, to 


_whom all subjects of this sort properly belong. 


This bill proposes a radical change in one of the 


|| law departments of this Government. If there be 


| any one subject which, more than any other, pe- 


culiarly belongs to the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary, itis this very question. After that commit- 
tee shall have passed upon it, I have no doubt the 
form in which they present the bill will command 
the vote of the Rdoute. I have expressed no 
opinion myself as to.the merits of the bill; nor 
shall | undertake to express an opinion whether or 
not it be necessary to make all the changes signi- 
fied by the Senator from Mississippi; but, at all 


| events, with the limited knowledge I now have of 
_ the bill, I should have been better satisfied if it 
| had come from the regularly organized Committee 





| 


on the Judiciary. I say this without intending to 
reflect on the distinguished legal attainments of 
the gentlemen who compose the committee that 
reported it. 
he PRESIDENT. The question is on refer- 
ring the bill to the Committee on the Judiciary. 
Mr. BADGER. Mr. President, I hope that 
course will not meet with the approbation of the 
Senate, Ido not know, sir, that this bill belongs 
with any special propriety to the Committee on 
the Judiciary more than to any other committee. 
My honorable friend who is at the head of the 
Committee on Retrenchment and Reform, {Mr. 
Apvams,] from which this bill came, has taken 
great pains to satisfy himself and the committee, 
by thorough communication with the Departments 
of the Government, that the change which this 
bill proposes to make, will be acceptable to them. 
and will be advantageous to the public service. 
Now, if you take one part of the bill, that which 
relates, for instance, to the office of the Attorney 
General, you may say that that, by itself, would 
properly come under the cognizance of the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary; but the moment you pass 
from that, you will find yourself involved in the 
consideration of another Department of the 
Government, with which that committee has no 
special connection; and therefore it must neces- 
sarily happen that, if any bill is to be reported 
for the improvement of the Departments of the 
Government generally, it must come from some 


‘| committee which, in respect to one or other of 


| those Departments, has no special connection 
'| with it, 


I humbly conceive, therefore, sir, that, of ell the 


|| committees of the Senate, there is none from which 
|| this bill could come with such eminent propriety 


| 
' 


| 
| 


| 


|| as from the cornmittee at the head of which is my 


honorable friend from Mississippi. It is a com- 
mittee which is to look into the geveral subject of 
reform in the administration of the Government. 


'| It is to propose measures for the purpose of pro- 


moting reform where reform is necessary. It is 
a committee for the purpose of proposing retrench- 
ment where retrenchment is necessary. And, 


citor of the Treasury is a law officer—every Sen- || therefore, as this bill proposes a general reform in 
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the manner of transacting business in the Depart- | 
ments, not one only, butothers, also, it seems tome | 
there can be no special reason for committing it | 
to the Committee on the Judiciary. At the same | 
time, sir, | will say, that I certainly should have 
no objection to its going to that committee, if such | 
be the wish of the Senate. [ have as much con- | 
fidence in the conclusions to which that committee 

| 

| 

| 


would come as any member of the Senate can 
have, or as I could have in the conclusions of any 
committee of the Senate. But, sir, | think this | 
course had better be pursued for the purpose of 


meeting the wishes of the Senator from California. || 
Let the bill lie over for the present; give an oppor- || 


tunity for gentlemen to look into it,and see if any | 
further commitment be necessary; and if it should | 
be thought so then, upon the suggestions which 
may be thrown out in the Senate, let it be recom- 
mitted to the same committee to revise and exam- 
ine it. I think that would be consistent with the 
proper course of the business of the Senate, and | 
respectful to the committee which has reported 
this bill. 

Mr. WELLER. I have no desire, of course, | 
to have this bill committed, unless it be the inten- | 
tion of the committee who reported it to press it 
to a vote to-day. If an opportunity be given—l | 
should notask for a longer time than two or three | 
days-—for an examination of the details of the bill, 
i shall perhaps attain the object I have in view. 


press a vote to day 
Mr. ADAMS. 
to postpone the bill until Monday, and make it 
the special order for that day. 
Mr. BADGER, and others. That will be Christ- 


mas day. 
WELLER. I am willing that the general 








Mr. 
debate should go on to-day; or that the amend- 
ments to be presented should be offered to-day, 
with the understanding that no final vote is to be 
taken; but that the bill shall lie over. 

Mr. ADAMS. The committee have no more | 
amendments to propose. 

Mr. WELLER, 1 withdraw my motion to 
commit. 

Mr. BADGER. I suggest that, instead of pros- 
ecuting a debate on a subject on which some of | 
us are not informed, it would be better to allow 
any amendments which gentlemen may wish to 
propose hereafter, to be laid on the table infor- 
mally, and ordered to be printed; and let thé bills | 
stand over until Tuesday or Wednesday next, as 
Monday will be Christmas day, and I know my 
friend from Mississippi does not want us to meet | 
then. 

Mr. ADAMS. Certainly not. 

Mr. BADGER. I ask that any amendments 
which gentlemen wish to propose, may be received 
informally, and ordered to be printed. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Norais in 
the chair.) The Chair understands that there is 
one small amendment pending which has been pro- 
posed by the Senator from Mississippi. 

Mr. BADGER, I suppose it is not necessary | 
to print that. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. I presume not. 


i! 


I am perfectly willing to agree |. 


i} 


Tee 


|| amendment, ordered to a third reading, read a third | 


|| proceeded t.. the consideration of Executive busi- | 


|| were reopened, and 


| 


| 


} 





|| pursuance of previous notice, introduced a bill; | 
| which was read a first and second time by its || 
| title, as follows, and referred to the Committee | 


| 
| 


| 
| 
| 


| 





Mr. BADGER. Then I move to postpone the 


| 
further consideration of the bill until. Tuesday 


next. 
The motion was agreed to. 
ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 
A message was received from the House of 





Representatives, by Mr. McKean, Chief Clerk, || 
announcing that the Speaker had signed the fol- | 


lowing enrolled bills: 

A bill to authorize the issuance of patents to 
land in any State or ‘Territory, in certain cases; 

A bill supplemental to an act therein mentioned; 

A bill for the relief of General John E. Wool; 

A bili to change the name of the American-built 
brig Como to that of Jehossee, and to grant her 
a new register; and 

A bill to authorize the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury to issue a register to the schooner Sarah. 

hich were thereupon signed by the President 
pro tempore. 
MARY RUTHERFORD. 

On motion by Mr. JONES, of lowa, the Senate 
proceeded, as in Committee of the Whole, to con- 
sider House bill for the relief of Mary Rutherford, 
widow of Samuel Rutherford. It proposes to 


| at this time. 


name on the roll of invalid pensioners, at the rate 


of four dollars per month, which is to be paid to | 
her for five years, commencing January 1, 1854. || 
The bill was reported to the Senate without || 


time, and passed. 
EXECUTIVE SESSION. 
On motion by Mr. BRODHEAD, the Senate 


ness; and, acter some time spent therein, the doors | 
| 


The Senate adjourned. 








HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wepnespay, December 20, 1854. 


The House met at twelve o’clock, m. Prayer | 
by Rev. Wituiam A. Mitsorn. 


The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. || 
The Hon, J. W. Wuirriecp, Delegate from 





| 


onstitution of the United States, and took his | 
seat. 


1 
| 
it 


RIGHTS OF CITIZENS OF UNITED STATES. || 
Mr. FULLER, by unanimous consent, intro- i 


Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instructed 


to inquire whether any further legislation is necessary for | 
the better defining of the rights of citizens of the United || 
States in ships, vessels, and other property purchased by | 


thein of the citizens or subjects of foreign countries, under | 
certain circumstances ; and to report by bill or otherwise. 


CHARLESTON HARBOR. 
Mr. AIKEN, by unanimous consent, and in | 


on Commerce: 


A bill making a further appropriation for deep- | 
ening the bar of Charleston harbor. 


ENLISTMENTS IN THE ARMY. 

Mr. FAULKNER. [ask the unanimous con- | 
sent of the House for leave to report from the | 
Committee on Military Affairs a bill to remedy an | 
accidental and unintentional omission in the law 
of the 4th of August, 1854. It is one whichl am 
satisfied will commend itself to the favorable ac- 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


te the following resolution; which was adopt- || 
|| ed: 
If the Senator from Mississippi is not inclined to || 








mocembes 9 


WITHDRAWAL OF PAPERS. m 


Mr. MAXWELL. I ask leave to w; 
from the files of the House the pete 
papers in the case of Samuel E. Todd, and - 
in the case of Lewis Benedict. re 

Mr. LETCHER. For what purpose? 

Mr. MAXWELL. I do not know for 
purpose the leave is desired. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair presumes 4, 
will be no objection if copies are fet on the fle 
of the Hotse. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Isit not the m 
proper course to give leave for copies to be ube 
and to retain the originals? m 

The SPEAKER. It will be for the 
give such order as it may see fit. 

Mr. JONES. Then I hope we shall retain thy 
originals, and give copies. 

Mr. MAXWELL. | believe it is usual 
withdraw the originals and to leave copies, Ido 


What 


House tp 


_ not see why the usual course should be depariej 
|| the Territory of Kansas, appeared, and was duly || 
+ sens by taking the usual oath to support the || 


from in this instance. 

Mr. HAMILTON. If there is objection, | caij 
for the regular order of business. 

Mr. LETCHER. I object to having the origin. 
als withdrawn. That is not the usual course, 

Mr. MAXWELL. I saw papers withdraws 
no longer ago than yesterday. 


Mr. LETCHER. They were withdrawn to be 


| presented in the Senate. 


Mr. MAXWELL. I have no objection to 
copies being left. I hope the gentleman will not 
object to having the papers withdrawn. 

Mr. LETCHER. 1 do object. 

Mr. HAMILTON. ThenI must insist upon 
the regular order of business. 


DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA BUSINESS. 


Mr. HAMILTON, Iask that the bills reported 
from the Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union yesterday, may be taken up and put 
| on their passage; and if there be no objection, | 
will ask the previous question upon them all. 

There was no objection, and the previous ques- 
tion was seconded, and the main question ordered 
to be pmt upon the following bills, some of which 
had been reported with, and some without amend- 
ments: . 

A bill to amend an act entitled “An act to es- 
tablish an auxiliary watch for the protection of 
public and private property in the city of Wash 





tion of the body. 

Mr. HAMILTON. If bills are allowed to be | 
reported and acted on, they may give rise to 
debate. There are only two more days left for | 
the consideration of the business relating to the | 
District of Columbia, and we want every moment | 
ofthem. Therefore, 1 am under the necessity of | 
making objection to the proposition of the gentle- 
man from Virginia. 

Mr. FAULKNER. Let the bill be read. If| 
the gentleman will hear its provisions I am sure 
he will not object to its consideration and passage 


Mr. HAMILTON. Let it be read. 

The bill was read in extenso; it provides that 
the words ‘* non-commissioned officers, musicians, | 
and prirates,’’ in the first section of the act enti- 
tled ‘* An act to increase the pay of the rank and 
file of the Army, and to encourage enlistments,” 
approved August 4, 1854, shall be construed to 
include all enlisted men of the Army of the United 
States. 

Mr. SKELTON, I object. 

The SPEAKER, Reports are now in order 
from the Committee for the District of Columbia. 

Mr. HAMILTON. Several bills are upon the 
Speaker’s table, reported yesterday from the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
and I ask that they may be taken up and first 
acted on. 





BILLS INTRODUCED. 


Mr.SEWARD, by unanimous consent, intro- 
duced a bill to appropriate money to remove 
obstructions in the Savannah river, and to improve 
the navigation thereof; which was read a first 
and second time by its title, and referred to the 
Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. HUGHES, also by unanimous consent, 
introduced a bill making appropriations for work- 
ing a steam-dredge on Lake Champlain; which 
was read a first and second time by its title, and 


instruct the Secretary of the Interior to place her |! referred to the Committee on Commerce. 


ington,” approved August 23, 1842; 

A bill granting certain additional powers to the 
Corporation of Washington; and 

A bill authorizing the Washington Gas-Light 
Company to increase the capital stock of said 
company. ' 

The bills were then severally taken up in their 
order, and the amendments reported by the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union 
having been agreed to, they -were ordered to be 

engrossed and read a third time; and being en- 
| grossed, were accordingly read the third time, and 
passed. 
ENROLLED BILLS. 

Mr. GREEN, from the Committee on Enrolled 
Bills, reported: as correctly enrolled bills of the 
following titles, which received the signature of 
the Speaker: ; 

An act vesting the title of the United States to 
certain lands in the city of Cincinnati; 

An act to authorize the Secretary of the Tress- 
ury to issue a new register to the schooner Sarah; 

An act for the relief of Brigadier General Joha 
E. Wool; and pone (e 

An act to change the name of the American brig 
Como to that of Jehossee, and to grant her a new 
register. 

r. DAVIS, of Indiana. I move that therules 

be suspended, and that the House resolve - 

into the Committee of the Whole on the state © 
the Union. 


The motion was — to. ‘ 
The House acco ingly resolved itself into the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
(Mr. Puevrs in the chair.) 

SMALL-NOTE CURRENCY. ; 

The CHAIRMAN. The business first in ode” 
‘before the committee, according to the a 7 
the-House, is the consideration of business ot 
ing to the District of Columbia. At the oe 
of yesterday, the committee had under cons! 
tion Senate bill No. 16, being ‘ An act to suppres 
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